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= the importuni- 
Sew tiesof the ma- 
ny, contrary to my 
proper inclination, |{ 
trouble the Preſs with 
theſe my poor unwor- 
thy Labours, I hall 
not preſume to obtrude 
them o__mn the Patro- 
age of any worthy 
2 F Az Merce- 


et te me 


T o the Reader. 


Azcenas ; holding it 
as abſurd in Ethicks to 
beg the favour of a 
Perſon, as in Logzck to 
beg the Queſtion; de- 
firing that wherein my 
parts do fail,” I alone 
may have the blame : 
and wherein they an- 
{wer a good expeCta- 
tion, God alone may 
havethe glory. 
To how many, and 
how various. Judge- 
ments a work of this 


nature 15 obnox1ous ,, 
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To the Reader F 


no- 'man can be more 
ſenſible than my ſelf: 
And-'(1 thank God ) 
no'man can. leſs care 
for it, -I never made 
it: my_ buſineſs ( nor 


ever will ) to. pleaſe 


men. 
There is a Judge 
(Good Reader) before 


whoſe: Tribunal 1 and 


41hon, and All our 
words and works mult 
be ſcanned and tryed, 
As preparatory unto 
that great Audit, theſe 
Sermons 


To the Reader. 
Sermons are compo- 


ſed, God the Great 


Judge grant a ſucceſs 
in all the: Readers, 
Hearers, and in all his 
People, . anſwerable to 


the hearty Prayers of 


Him, whois, and defi- 
reth to bea Servant to 
the meanelt of the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt ſeſus. 


 Fobn Winter. 


: + | 0 ITE 
Re >>... 21-4 


* 


| SERMON 


Preached at the 


eAſſixes at Thetford, 
March 1, 1 6 6 7, 


l—— —_— _— 
— ——— 


- 
. 
On 
- 
wy 


G E N, xviil. 25. 
---Sball not the Judge of all the 
Earth do right * 


HE Scripture is' \ God's 
Magna Charta; and 
this portion may be 
@ called, The antient Pe- 

tion of Rioht ;, humbly exhibited 
by Abrabam unto the Supreme 
Legiſlator , and Judge Abſolute, 
Dy Almighty : From grom i is 


_& 
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no appeal, and equivalent to whoſe 
is no power, He is moſt ſure for 


refuge, and. reparation; - from 


whom is no ſubterfuge , nor eva- 
fion, 

And happy he, who ſo familiarly 
could plead for right with the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs ; and ſupplicate 
him, whoſe nature and property is 
ever to ſhew mercy unto all thar 
call upon him faithfully , and do 
not offend of malitious wicked- 
neſs, 

' This pathetick plea ſpeaks the 
party much perplexed, Omni mo- 
tus propter indigentiam, An im- 
portant impulſe of ſpirit put him 
upon this motion 3 who otherwiſe 
would not have preſſed the great 
Judge, in point of honour , to do 
that which is right and equal. Now 
vacat exiguts rebus,, No civil per- 
ſon will trouble any Judge with 
triobolary , rrifles; much leſs the 
Judge of all the earth, Sed $8 
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at the Aſiizes at Thetford. 


Juſtitia, erf ruat celums : Let Juſtice 
be done, whatſoever comes on ir. 
There is a general cry for it. It is 
the expe&ation of this ample Con- 
flux. It is the ardent delire of the 
Church Milicant in earth, and of 
the Saints triumphant in heaven, 
Here have we Abraham a plea- 
der at the barr for Juſtice ; He, 
who in faith received the promiſes 
of the Goſpel in love, made him- 
{elf asa Serjeant at the Law. He, 
who was ſtrong in faith, and rich 
in grace, ſued anto God iz forma 
Pauperrsz ſub titulo pulvers & 
cineris : 1 have taken upon me to Vere 27» 
ſpeak unto the Lord, which am but 
diſt and aſhes, It was onus Chart- 
ts; impoled now indeed upon 
all, by Evangelical precept, Bear Gal.6.2. 
ye one anothers burdens, and ſo 
fulfil the law of Chriſt. He was 
not retained by” Man, but cnter- 
rained by God. His reward was 
3, with his Maker z his requeſt in 
; B 2 good 
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A Sermon preached 
good part granted : And the over- 


plus of Charity contained in his 


Supplication , the Lord returned 
with intereſt into his own boſome, 
God loveth them, who love juſtice ; 
and unto merciful men he will 
ſhew mercy. Shall not the Fudge 
of all the earth do right ? 

The Catholick Judge was then 
going to hold a dreadful Afſizes in 
the plains of Fordan, to execute 
judgment vpon Seadom; a people 
with whom neither Word, nor 
Sword could prevail unto Con- 
verſion; and therefore fiery Ven- 
geance followed unto Deſtruction. 
Diſcite juſtitlam moniti. Legite hi- 
ftoriam & reſipiſcite , ne flats hi- 
ftoria: Unleſs we be reformed by 
this example, we are like to be made 
as dire an example to others. 

It pleaſed that Judge by the way 
to divert to the Tent of Abraham, 
who humbly received , and nobly 


teaſted , immortal Gueſts, in the, 
form 
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form of Mortals; being divinely 
illuminated ro worſhip the bleſſed 

Trinity in Unicy , and” cauſed to 

forcſee the Univerſal Judgment z 

of which Sedom's doom wasa ſpe. 

cial Model, and remains as an «cvi-. 

dence upon the file of Sacred Re- Luk, 17, 
cord , to inſtruct ſucceeding gene. 39. 
rations, 

The great Lord (o received, was 
pleaſed to let 4braham know, whar 
Sodom, tor their fins, ſhould feel. 
That Judgment will not a@ in 
huggermugger , but in puniſhing 


own righteous dealing as cleer as 
the light. Becauſe the cry of Sodem Ver. 20, | 
and Gomorrah is great, and becauſe 2". | 
their fin is very grievow; 1 will 
20 down and ſee whether they have 
done altogether according 10 the cry 
of it, which i come unto me ;, and 
if nor: 1 will know. 

As the fineſt Conſtitutions, and 
pureſt Complexions, are moſt ſen- 
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ſible of change of air ; {o are God's 
children of his diſpleaſure. It was 
enough for Abraham to hear, that 
God would go down and ſee, The 
coming down of that Judge, pre- 


ſageth deadly things againſt enor* 


mous Tranſgrefſors. Now were 
his bowels of compaſhon pained 
for his Kinſman Lor, whole vici- 
nage was like to prove - his dam- 
mage ; his cohabitation involving 
him within the danger of common 
Vengeance : Then Abraham drew 
near and ſaid, Wilt thon alſo deftiroy 
the rigehteow with the wicked ? 
Premium & pena conſervant regna. 
Where theſe fail , where no di- 
ſ{tintion of ations and tetributi- 
ons; there muſt follow confulion 
of Perſons, and Nations. If the 


righteous and the wicked be both - 


alike puniſhed, all virtue and good- 
neſs 15 utterly diſcouraged : 1f the 
righteous and the wicked be both 
alike acquitted, all manner of ce 
Wl 
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will be cnflamed, $o ſhall we 
nouriſh our enemy, and ſtarve our 
friend : God'sglory will be eclipſed, 
and Man's hope and comfort quite 
extin&. That be farr from thce x0 
do after this manner. 

The Text then is a Queſtion, 
containing a Truth which muſt not 
be brought into queſtion, The 
Scripture ofcen uſeth this figure 
'Epzſnas, and by a Negative Inter- 
rogative, the more earneſtly aſſerts 


the Afhrmative : as, He that plan- P11. gg. 


zed the car, ſhall he not bear ? He 9. 
that teacheth man knowledge, ſhall 
he not knew ? So the Lord taxing 
Iſrael, for negle& of .Juſtice and 


Judgment, ſaith, Shaft IT nor wifit Jer. 5. 
for theſe things ? ſaith the Lord: 29: 


ſhall nos my ſonal be.avenged on ſuch 
a Natien as this? And our Savi- 
our diflwading from diſtruſt in 


God's Providence, If Ged ſo clothe Mar. 6. 
the graſs of the field, which to day 39- 
i, ana 10 morrow u caſt into the 


B 4 oven, 
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A Sermon preached 
oven, ſhall he not much more clothe 


you, © ye of linle faith! So here 


Abrahaw,by an expoſtulatory Que- 
ſtion, hath delivered this truth from 
all dubious heſitation ; namely , 
That the Fudge of all the earth ſhall 
do right, It is a challenge contre 
Gemtes : Shall not the Fudge of all 
the earth do right ? 

I propound therefore in the Text 
theſe rwo things, the Theory , and 
the PrafFick: The Theory, by way 
of Explication ; the Prattick , by 
Application : The Theory, for 1llu- 
mination of onr minds, the Praftich, 
for Reformation of our [tves : In 
the firſt will appear, What the great 
Fudge doth, and ſhall do; in the 
ſecond, What we ought to do. 

In the Theory, three things are to 
be inquired, fu , Dual, Dus- 
2050, 

Firſt, Who « Fudge of all the 
earth ? | 

Secondly, What his qualifications? 
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And thirdly, How be doth, and 


ſhall do rigbr. 
And Firſt, 9us Fudex t0tius 1. Parti- 

terre? Who is God but the ©#-r- 

* Logd? and, Whoſo great a God 


as our God? and, Who bur the 
greateſt of all can be. Judge of 
all> Other Judges have their li- 
mits, and circumſcribed Juri{di- 
ftions : bur he is Immenſe and In- 
finite: 1n his hand are all the cor- 
ners of the earth, One National 
Power doth not intermeddle with 


another, Domino ſuo quiſq; ſtat ang Pl:'. 24- 


cadit, Sed Domini eſt Terra, & ple- 
nitude ejus, He need ak no leave 
of Prince, or Potentate, to purſue, 
recover, and puniſh his rebellious 
Subjects, and trayterous Fugitives. 
Sea and Land, farr andnear, all is 
open to his Power. ' 

And who can judge the world 
like him that made it > No Ana- 
romiſt can read ſuch a Le&ure up- 


. on the body, as he that faſhioned 
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A Sermon preached 


every limb and member. No Phi- 
loſopher can penetrate the ſecrets 
of the ſoul, like him that created it 
in the midſt of the body. He made 
146, and not we our ſelves. He better 
knoweth us, than we do our ſglves : 
and therefore it is all the reaſon 
and congruity in the world, that he 
ſhould Judge all che world. 

And for as much as miſchiets will 
ariſe, wrong will be done, Yitia 
erunt donec howines : andas Chriſt 
ſaith, Offenſes will come : Itis ne- 
ceſſary thar ſome ' Supreme Judge 
remain, who by the plenitude of his 


Power ſhall re&ifie all abuſes, 


and pur a final period to all Con- 
rroverſiesz that wickedneſs may 
not prevail for ever , nor the do- 
minion of {in be extended #n #x- 

finitum. EO 
Now were it put to the choice 
of all the earth (as it is not) to no- 
minate and appoint a Judge for 
this great work ; ſurely, every per- 
{6n; 
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ſon, whoſe depraved manners had 


b not wholly bereft his ſoul of inge- 


{ nuiry, wouldgive his vote for him, 


whoſe abilitics are moſt rranſcen- 
dent ; and his intercft in all parties 
moſt indifferent, Behold then, the 
caſe is plain! For, God &s Judge 


The Conſcience hercin is a cleer 
Divine. And though 1he fool faid 
in h's heart [that is, wiſhed, or by 
deeds ſeemed to ſay | that there is 
0 God; yet the heart of the Wiſc- 
man preached another doGrine , 
1 ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall 
judge both the righteous ans the 


* wicked: and the ſouls of wicked 


* men {ometimes tell them the ſame. 


. When St. Paul reaſoned of the 


Judgment to come, even Felix 
trembled, 9ui pavet vanos menus, 
veros fatetur, Terror is the pulſe 
of the ſoul, diſcovering the ſtate of 


the 


Pf. 50.6. 
* himſelf, and, all ſouls are his: Ezek.18 
* We are Come «<li O29 aavlwr, 10 God 


| Heb.12, 
$ the Jnage of all, 
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the patient , and proving a judg- 


ment tO COMme, 


Act. 24. 


Howbeit, God is a Judge with- 


out exception. Tros Tyrinſq; fibt 


nulls diſcrimine agetur. Jew and 
Gentile , high and low, rich and 
poor , have all fair acceſs to his 


'throne ; pure and unbyazd juſtice ; 


and (ceteris paribus , unleſs their 
unrepented fins prevent ) the ſame 
grace and mercy, A principle de- 
rived unto us from faichful Abra- 
ham. 

Nor had he only a confuſed no- 
tion of a Deity, and of a judgment 
ro come (For ſo had thoſe Jews, 
who crucified the Lord Jeſus, and 
perſecuted his Diſciples ;- They al- 
lowed that there ſhould be « reſur- 
rettion of the dead, both of the juſt 
avd unjuſt) But he believed in the 
Son' of God, who came to Re- 
deem, and ſhall come to Judge. 
Thoſe glorious ' apparitions made 
to the Patriarchs, ſub humana ſpe- 

cie, 


L& 
LF 4%. 
« vo 


at the AſiFes at Thetford. 
cie, are by the Fathers ſtyled, Tet 


preludia Incarnationis Chriſti, A_ 


conjecture no leſs pious, than pro- 
bable, Thar of old Chriſt rook de- 
light among the ſonsof men z and 
by aſſuming our form, before he 


Z rook our nature, prepared. the 
®* world toreceive him in the fleſh : 


13 


Tour Father Abraham rejoyced to ſee Joh. 8, 


; my day : and he ſaw it.and was glad. 56: 


He ſaw the day of Chriſt's birth, Ev 22- 


by the eye of faith, The Sun makes ? 


the day : And Chriſt is the Sun of 
righteouſneſs. He alſo forcſaw 
Chriſt's death typified in his 1ſaac. 
And though Chriſt at: his Paſſion 
ſaid to thar helliſh crew, Hec ef 
hora weſtra; yet eventhen he got the 
day, and dying was more than 


* Conqueror: Bur the day of Judg- 
- ment ſhall be his daycleerly to the 


eyes of the world ; The day of the 1 Ther. 
Lord ſo com'th, 4s a thief in the 5 2. 


night, 


Chriſt. 
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Chriſt is the great Judge, to whom 


the Father ſaid, 7Tibi dabo Gentes; | 


The Father judgeth no man ; but 
hath committed all judgment unto 
hx Son. This power, the ſon ( as 
he is God ) had with the Father 
from all eternity : But { as he is 
man ) he hath ir from the Father 
by diſpenſation, Nor yet hath the 
Father diveſted himſelf of judici- 
ary power: but the Son is ſaid to 


bave all Judgment committed un- | 


ro him, 2ais ſenſibiliter & wviſibi- 
li ſpecie , becauſe by an audible 
voice, and in a viſible manner he 


ſhall Judge the world; and ſo the 7 
Father judgeth no man : Thus Cy- 3 
7:/lmws upon the place. And for this % 
cauſe is all Judgment committed 7 


unto the Son, Nam honor deberur 


Fudici : Now if honour . pertain *} 
to any, and every fudge quatenus a | 
Judge ; ſo that men reverence the * 
Jadge in his place, as the King 3 | 
becauſe he repreſents his Fries, | 

and oF 
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and executes his Power : then how 
much more ought men to honour 


the Lord Chriſt, who is the bright- 14h, r: 


weſs of bis Fathers Glory , and the 
expreſs imaze of his Perſon> And 
ro:this effe& Theophylatt doth very 

well reaſon. 
1 Chriſt Jeſus is neither Fudex 
* fortitus , like thoſe drawn out of 
+ Urns among the Romans z3 who as 
, 2 by chancethey cameto be Judges, 
2 ſo by chance ſometimes they did 
s Juſtice: nor is he likerheir ediliri- 
- # ous or alternate Judges, eleced 
e © by the ſuffrages of Plaintiffs, or 
s 3 joynt Conteſtees: Bur he is the 
- 2 Judge deſigned by God the Fa- 
's 2 ther before all Worlds 3 who be- 
* ſides an impregnable title hath the 
* righr of an infinite merit to con- 
+ firm him in his high place and 


"2 ſub Fndice ; damnabit weros reos, 
= qui fattus eft falſns reus : He ſhall 
$ fir Judge over all, who ſtood un- 
YI der 
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der the cenſure of a Judge for all: 
He ſhall rightly condemn thoſe that 
are guilty indeed, who himſelf being 


guiltleſs was wrongfully condem- | 


ned, dvulis wy 5 cerruirs Ns 7%, O88 
Keilis Colwr, %; virgar: He hath ap- 
pointed a day, in the which be will 
Judge the world in righteouſneſs , 
by that man whom he hath ordained, 
whereof be hath given aſſurance u3- 
to all men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead, % dridet © avon 
mig1v agg 90, amv, dvagno a aur oh vErga)- 


And why labour 1 in a received 


Arricle of our Faith > The Judge 


ſhall come from farr , Ut major e 


longinquo ſit reverentia. Nam ut 


nemo prophets ; ſic rar Fudex in © 
A A 


parria ſa, 
And who ſo meet to be the 


+» 
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Judge, as he thar is the Mediator ? 4,” 


He beſt underſtands God's glory, ® 
and Man's right ; and is moſt like | 
to vindicate the wrong done to | 
both: who by an - Hypoſtartical } 
Union F 
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Union is both God and Man ; and 
who' ia the dayes .of his humilia- 
tion did undergo all manner of in- 
juries and opprobrious / contradi- 
tion. 

Thus farr the 2u#s, Yeſlee who 
is the Fudge, The ſecond is the 
* 2nualis: And this in him is beyond 
2 compare. His lite is the rule , his 
# law the line, for all the Judges and 
People of the earth. The qualif- 
cations required in a Judge, by 
the Judge of all Judges, are chiefiy 
theſe three, Wiſdom, Integrity, and 
Fortitude : Wildom, to inquire and 
* diſcern ; Integrity , to love right 
® and equity ; and Fortitude, to pur 


n > it cffecually in execution. The 
2 advice Ferhro gave Moſes, is coun- 
ne Afſel fora King : Thou ſhalt provide 


r? |, out of alt the people, able men, ſuch 
y, = 45 fear God, Men of truth, and ha- 
ke i ting covetonſneſs, O that a man 


ro Þ could now tcll us, where to finde 
cal Ya ſufhcient number of ſuch Ma- 
1007 C Tiltrates 
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giſtrates ro ſtock Chriſtendom ! 
Et e. it mibi Magnus Apollo, How- 
beir Gods word ſpeaks what they 
ſhould be , and them that arc other- 
wiſe he will judge. 

Hear the cawſes between your bre- 
thren, and judge rightly between 
every, may and his brother, and 
the ſtranger that is with him: ye 
ſhall not reſpe& perſons in judg- 
ment 3 but ye ſhall hear the {mall 
as well as the great: ye ſhall nor 
be afraid of the face of man 3 for 
the judgment is Gods. 

As for Chriſt's wiſdom, that is 
infinite : He knowerh all the hearts 
of the children of men, and under- 
ſtands-not only words, and ations, 
bur thoughts alſo; having an inh- 
nite bleſſed advantage over other 
Judges, who in their invincible 
infirmity, ( Secundum allegata & 
proba'a) are often led through ? 
milinformation, to give ſentence in * 
favour of evil-doers, and to the | 

| _ grievance. F 


v> & - Ty. "we is -” 
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grievance of good men: But ſo 
cannot he be deceived. - 

And as for righteouſneſs, he is 
Righteouſneſs ir ſelf; a doer and 
a lover of Juſtice, And as of Grace 
it is ſaid, That it is Grace every 
way; or elſe no way: So Juſtice, 
except done for Juſtice ſake, 15 no 
Juſtice, The unjuſt Judge, weari- 
cd with the Widows complaint, 
at laſt reſolved to do her a piece of 
right: yet firſt and laſt he is con- 
demned for an unjuſt” Judge z be- 


cauſe habitually be neither feared Lk. 18, 


God, nor regarded man : nor did he 


* actually intend the Widows relief, 


bur his own eaſe : His delay proves 
him an unjuſt Judge. Beſides; we 
have it ex ore ipſius, that it was as 
irkſome for him to help the op- 
preſſed, as to be beaten ; ive p 
wpometn ws, leſt he buffet me black 
and blew : ye may conceive him as 
ſore hurt, as ſome are by the Aſ- 
{aults and Barteries, for which they 


* bring their ations, C2 Bur 
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But Chriſt is a Judge according 
to Cato's diſcription.of a juſt one, 
Dal nec pro juſtis orandus, nec pro 
injuſtis exorandas; who need not 
be intreated to favour the good, 
and will not be intreated to fa- 
vour the bad. This praiſe is given 


Pſ4!. 45. him, Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, 


8. 


and hated iniquity. Chriſt is a good 
Judge, according to Dewocritns , 
mu clio imelligit, & lem judicat, 
Who underſtands a matter quickly, 
and judgeth maturely. Not like 


Aelian.l. Ptolemy , who playing at Tables 


I4. de 


Var.vllt. 


Pur. in 


Apopt. 


% 


condemned men obizer, making no 
more to caſt away a mans life , 
than to caſt away the Dice out of 
his hand, Nor like that Macedo- 
niap, who determined a cauſe be- 
tween {leeping and waking , as 
though he were to wink andchule 
wherher he would do right or 
wrong ; to whom Machetas cryed 
out, Appello ad teipſum, ſi expergi[- 
earis, 1 appeal to thee when thine 
cyes are Open, When 
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When the Thebazs pictured Ju- 
ſtice blind and without hands ; the 
meaning of the Hieroglyphick was 
not, that Magiſtrates ſhould neither 
have eyes to ſee faults, nor hands 


'to puniſh or amend them : bur to 


reach thena not to reſpeR perſons, 
nor to take bribes, Some Magi- 
ſtrates, like Malchus, have auricu- 
lam dextram abſciſſam; not by 
Simon Peter, but by Simon Magus. 
A gift in ſecret, - cauſeth an ill 
hearing in publikez and then, 
though never ſo much right be on 
the other fide, they cannot hear on 
that ear, But to do right, Magi- 
ſtrates muſt hear well on both 
{ides, or elſe they (hall hear ill on 
both fides hereafter. Ir is ſaid of 
Alexander the Great , that fitting 
in Judgment, he ſtop'd one ear, 
while with the other he heard the 
firſt party pleading : Dandas etiam 
Defenſeri locus , (aid he. And that 
trite ſaying hath long fince obtain- 
C 3 ed, 
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| ed, 2ui ſtatuit aliquid parte 114u- 
'F dita altera, eAquumlicet ſtatnerit, 
hand aq*us fuit ; God is a righte- 
3 ous Judge, ſtrong and patient : 
T* Plal.79, And we are ſure that the judgment 
1? of God is according unto truth, 
* Rom. 2. And as for Chriſt's Power and 
" Fortitude , He hath all power both 


| [ in heaven and in earth, And be- 
} fore Pontius Pilate he witneſſed a 
[8 g00d Confeſſion. And borh by pre- 
'>þ cept and example he hath raught 


; Mar. 10. all his Diſciples, not to fear them 
þ] 28. that kill the body, And if only by 
hr ſaying, 7 am he, he caft his ene- 
mies to the ground , when he was 
|. to be judged 3 what ſhall he do 

[a when he comes to judge ? 

8% And thus much of the 9alis. 
4! 3. 7a1ti- Now thirdly of the 2vomedo, how 
i £4.57, he doth, and ſhalldo right > And 
bi this he doth three wayes; Per YVices, 
Wy per Fiaries, CF per Se. 

4 (rt) © x aig®&, Per Vices, by the 

ll wheel of Divine Providence upon 

ſome 
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ſome agrry e's The Lord is Pſi, g. 


known 
zeth , when th: ungodly are trapped 
in the works of their own hanas. 
Theſe are Judgments in print , 
volumes of Vengeance in folio, 
preſidents of Gods Juſtice in capi- 
tal Letters, written d#gito Det, like 
the Decalogue in Tables of ſtone, 
making impreſſion even in hard 
hearts: So that a man ſtall ſay , 


y the judgments he execu- 15, 


Ferily there is areward for the righ- P41, 58. 


geous ; doubileſs there is a God that 
jadgeth the earth. | 
The Tyrant AdonibeJek, who 
caried a tempeſt in his name, had 
this leflon ad unguem ; he had ir 
at his fingers ends, when the 1/74- 
clites cur off his thumbs and his 
great toes, Threeſcore and ten Kings 
having their thumbs & great toes 
cut off, gathered their meat under 
my table; as 1 have done, ſo God 
hath requited me, Some will not 
underſtand the hand of the Lord, 


C4 until 


Io, 


Jud. 1.7. 


24 


A Sermon preached 


until he writes with their own 
blood ; they will not beat their 
heads abour any thing that is good, 
until Divine Vengeance is ready 
to beat our their brains, So Sodom 
ſupinely wallowed in their fins , 
until they were burned in their luſt, 
and ſtewed in their luxury and 
lewdneſs. 

But the grief and difficnlty is, to 
behold righteous perſons, to whom 
ir happeneth in outward things ac- 
cording to the lot of the wicked. 
When Children of promiſe like 1ſa- 
«c, bear their own faggot unto ex- 
ecution ; and are bound upon the 
Altar for ſacrifice : then the pious 
mournful Spectators are 'like the 
Ram caught in the thicker, and can- 
not ger out of the bryars. I know 
not how to ſay of theſe waters, as 
Sr, Gregory doth of the Scriptures, 
Fluvius planus ſimul & altus, ubt 


Rom,t1, 427345 f &c, But I muſt cry out 


330 


with the Apoſtle, 0 4byſſw ! Luam | 


F4/he 
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inſcrutabilia ? 8c. In ſuch caſes, it 
is good for a. man to lay his hand on 
his mouth, that he may not charge 
God fooliſhly. It is good for a man 
to lay his hand on his heart, that 
he, may charge himſelf fully : that 
ſo judging our ſelves, we may not 
finally be condemned of the Lord. 
Deep waters paſs without murmur, 
And the beſt men, for the moſt 
part, are the worſt Orators to plead 
for themſelves. AﬀMiction is Chriſts 
ſchool ; in which as in Martial diſ- 
cipline, the firſt word of command 


is Silence: 7 became dumb, and epen- Pl, 39. 
ed not my month ; for it was thy do- 10. 


int. 
"* Burour Lordis a merciful Judge, 
'3 as well as juſt, His Spirit helperk 
2 our infirmities, He deſpifeth nor a 
z broken heart, nor will he reject 
3 cheabrupt Ejaculations of a ſorrow- 
2 fulſoul. And matter enough there 
is, for which he ſhould puniſh the 
beſt of men, - There is a neceſſity 


of 
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of his ſeverity, even to his deareſt 
Children; wel ob demonſtrationens 
debite miſeria, wel ob emendatio- 
nem labilss vite, wel ob exercitati- 
enem meceſſarie patientie ; either 


to humble them with the conviction 


of their deſerved miſery 3 or to 
purge out their inhzxrent remanent 
iniquity ; or by patience to prepare 
them for the crown of glory. 

In the mean time, let God be 
jaftified in his doings, and clear 
when we are punithed, The King 
can do no wrone, ſay we; becauſe 


all the wrong done under the ſha- 


dow of his Authority,is chargeable 
upon thoſe his Officers and Miniſters 
of juſtice, who abuſe his Authority: 
The King of Kings then ( we are 
fure) can do no wrong. The 


wicked therefore who a& by his », 
Power, contrary to his Law, muſt 2 
ſuffer for ir. The ungodly are his 7 


ſword, and they ſhall finally be 


broken, Tyrants,like the 4ſſjrians, ? 
are » 


Rr OM 4 -y M% 
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are the rod of bus wrath, and the 1(;,10.5. 
aff of his indignation ;, and they 
ſhall be burned, His Children ſhall 
feel the-rod for a time ; but their 
Oppreſſors ſhall feel the fire for 
ever. 
Per Vicarios; by his Deputies (,, ) 
and Vicegerents, Magiſtrates and * 
Judges. A Phanatick Common- 


2 wealth patcht up with only Me- 
4 chanick Artificers will never doe 


God's buſineſs. "Hy Fx1 # nouns Af, not, 


3 wworia;re:x, For Juſtice is the very |. r. 
2 frame and compoſition of civil ſoci- 


- IR «tv. A People lawleſs had better 


® be liveleſls. We do not refer it to 
Z mad men to determine the right 


: '*Z we have to the cloths on our backs. 


3 
hp 
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\, 
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-# We come nor hither to diſpute the 


legality of Gods ſacred ordinances, 
or the Anthority ofhis Vicegerehts, 
but to honour and obey them. 1 


Zwiſh our nation free from ſuch 
Fheadleſs Monſters, as St. Jude men- 
Y'ons; who deſpiſe dominion, and 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak evil of diguities. I pray God 


in mercy reduce thoſe extravagant 
fouls, Aud this is the greateſt good 
'I can do them, Ir is in vain for 
Man to undertake to make them 
wiſer than they are, who already 
think themſelves wiſer than their 
Maker y otherwiſe they would ſu- 
perſede and acquieſce in that deter- 
mination of the eternal VWiſdome, 
Prov. 8, By me Kings reign, and Princes de- 
T5. eree Fuſtice. | 
It was neither Idolatry nor Idle- 
nels nor wooden Conceit in him, 
who by the way pulled of his Har, 
and ſaluted a Gibet, ſaying, Salve 
ſantta Fuſtitia, For without exe- 
cution ob Juſtice, no good Man | 
ſhould be able to keep a Hat on his 
head, or his head ſafe on his ſhoul- 2 
ders. Good Laws well kept arethe ©; 
boundaries and defence of a nation ; 'X 
like the walls and forts of a city. A 
Zidonian liberty is the worlt of ! 
flavery z which whoſocver reads js | 
the * 
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the face of a people, may progno- 
ſticate their certain ruin ; as the 


29 


Scouts of Dax did of the men of Jad. 18, 
Laiſh. They told their brethren, that 7, 10- 


they ſhould have rich prizes, with- 
our pains or peril, And the ground 
of their confidence was this ; the 
people were all careleſs: and there 
was no Magiſtrate to put them to 
ſhame in any thing. This #imis 
Licentia, fooliſh pity, ſpoiles all. 
The Confines of the Text, the ruine 
of Sodom, doth ſhew the deſtiny of 
Refractary and Abſurd impiety. 
They would endure neither Judge 
nor Counſellor, Sober advice ſ{ece- 
med to them a tyrannical uſurpa- 


'Z tion, For when Lot intreated them 
3 as brethren, not to doſo wickedly; 
> they replyed, Thw one fellow came 
 #n te ſojourn, and he will needs be , 


a Fudge : Now will we deal worſe 
wh thee tha with them, And they 
preſſed ſore upon the man, even Lot, 
and came near 10 break the door. Ei- 
ther 


? 


24,19, 
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ther they had no Judges ; or as good 


have had none : for none executed . 


Juſtice, And becavſe none did 
right in puniſhing offenders ; there- 
fore the Judge of all the earth did 
right in deſtroying then all. 

As Hippocrates ſaith of Cau-- 


Kicks z The fire is the laſt remedy : 


Bur their fire was an evil withour 
remedy. Andtherefore it concerns 
others to beware of their diſcaſe. 
Where the ſword of Juſtice ruſteth 
in the ſcabbard for the want of ule ; 
where laws,like dangerous perſons, 
are bound up to the peace, and the 
people let looſe from all'good be- 
haviour : Such Rulers, are the 


Rulers of Sodom; and ſuch apeople Þ 
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are the people of Gomorra ; where- , 3 


ſocyer they live upon the face of 


the earth, For ſo the Lord cal- ©; 
led Iſrael, many a year after So- © 

Ifa.1.1c, dom's deſtrution. Hear the word ' 
of the Lord,ye Rulers of Sodom, give 
ear unio the Law of our God, ye peo- 


ple 
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ple of Gomorra. And their crimes 


demeriting thoſe Stigmartical titles / 


ye have (v. 23) intheſe rerms. Thy 
Princes are rebellious, and Compa- 
nions of Thieves z every one loveth 
gifts, and followeth after rewards 7 
They judge not the fatherleſs ; nei- 
ther doth the cauſe of the widow come 
unto them : therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord, the Lord of hoſts, the mighty 
One of Iſrael; Ah\ I will eaſe me of 
mine adverſaries, and avenge me 
of mine enemies, Where people {tn 
as Sodom did, they are obnoxious 
to the judgment which Sodom had. 
Shall not the Fudge of all the earth 
do right ? 
4 By the damage arifing from 
2 want ofgood Judges and juſt Judg- 
* ment, we may be aſſured how grear 


+, a bleſſing the ſupply of pious Ma- 


= giſtrates affordeth. One of them is 
3 worth a Kings ranſome, and a 


whole Nations reprieve from de- 
{olation, The Lord himſelf hath 


{aid 
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Jer.s. 1. ſaid it. Run ye 10 and fro through 

the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and ſee now 

and know , and ſeck in the broad 
places thereof, if ye can find a man, 
if there be any that executeth judz- 
ment, that ſeeketh the truth, and 1 
will pardop it. 

If ye can find a man , And if there 
be any, why > Should not all the 
Judges of the earth do right > yes, 
{urely 3 all ofthem ſhould do right: 
becauſe the Judge of all the earth 
will do right, - But ye know, A 
fatto ad jus non watet conſequentia. 
It is one thing what men do; ano- 
ther thing what they ought to do. 
God be praiſed,that there are ſome 
Judges on earth, who do, and will 
do right. Ipray God increaſe the 

. number of. ſuch Judges, and ſend 
the world leſs need of them. 

There are Judges alſo , who 
would do right ; bur alas (good 
men) they cannot. The ſons of Zer- 
viah who are too hard for David, 

muſt | 
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muſt needs be too hard for David's 
Officers and Miniſters of Juſtice. 
Only, there is one who will be too 
hard for all potent Tranſgreſſors g 
as David prophetically predicted 
again(t Foa» tor murthering Ab- 

ner, The Lord ſhall reward the 2 Sim, 

doer of evil according to hs wicked- 3-lalt. 

neſs, | 

There are other Judges, who 

could do right, but will not ; who 

are for the ſtatutes of 0774 , who. 

pervert Judgment, oppreſs the wi- 

dow and the fatherleſs, and ſhed 

innocent blood 3 unlucky Felixes ! 

who for mony will favour the worlt 

= Jew ; and without mony will leave 

® the beſt Chriſtian(as he did St. Pal) 

> F in chains and fetters. Such cannot 

Y £ndure to hear of righteouſneſs $ 

2; norof the Judgment to come. Now 

whether the skin of one ſuch Judge 

ſtuffed with chaffe, and hanged up 

at the gates of a City (as the ſtory 

D  goeth) 
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goth) be as effeual in times of 
peace 5 as the kin of the valiant 
Ziſka braced upon a drem's head 
in the time of war, to fright the 
enemies of a Country; I know 
not. But ſurely, better it were to 
have all ſuch skins full of chaff, than 
to have them as full as they can 
hold with immoral and illegal pra- 
Riices, Sed periiſſe ſemel ſatis eſt, 
Tt is enough that once they ſhall 
be deſtroyed for ever. The Judge 
of all the carth ſhall come to re- 
view theſe tranſagtions, and to 
corre& them. 1f thos ſeeſt the op- 
preſſion of the poor, aud violent per- 
verting of Judgment and Fuſtice, 
in a Province, marvel not at the 
matter ; for he that & higher than 
the higheſt, regardeth, and there 
be higher than they. 

And therefore thirdly, he ſhall 
do right ## ievr/v, per ſe; ar his laſt 
coming; And who can ſufficiently 

medt- 


tt KD 
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meditate, reverence, and prepare 
for that glorious Judge, and his 
moſt righteous Judgment > His ho- 
ly Laws ſhall be vindicated in a far 
more glorious manner, than they 
were at firſt promulgated : For at 
firſt but the earth ; bur art laſt hea- 
ven alſo ſhall be ſhaken, The 
Archangel ſhall be his trumpeter 
to alarm the whole world ; exci- 
ting the living, awaking the dead, 
and ſummoning all before the grear 
Tribunal. His mighty Angels ſhall 
be his Sheriffs and Gfficers to bring 
all Mankind from all parts of the 
world before him. His throne ſhall 
be great and white, thar is, infinite- 
Iy glorious, and perfeRly juſt, The 
dead ſmall and great ſhall ſtand 
before him z {mall and great, both 
as to quantity and quality, high 
and low, rich and poor, PrincKs, 


Judges, and all the people of the 
earth, 


D 2 H 


EE SI Y 


36 


A Sermon preached 


He tells us further, That the 
Judge (hall proceed, not by an ar- 
bitrary, but by a legal way : for 
the books ſhall be opened, and the 
dead thall be judged out of thoſe 
things written in the books. The 
books, the old Teſtament and the 
new ;z the publick book of God's 
Commandments, and the private 
books. of every mans Conſcience, 
The one will declare the letter of 
the Law , the other the matter of 
fat. And ſhall nor the Fudge of all 
the earth do right ? 

There ſhall be rhe Patriarchs , 


; Prophets, and Apoſtles, as Chriſts 


Grand-;Jury ; - and there ſhall be 


all other Martyrs, Saints, aud Con- X 


teflors to compleart the Court ; to 
give Teſtimony of, and Honour 
and Glory unto the Judge of all 


the earth, for his moſt righteous 


Judgment, In which reſpe&, rhe 
Diſciples were promiſed by Chriſt 
to ſit upon thrones. Mat. 19, 28. 

| | And 
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And Feſus ſaid uno them, Ferily 7 Mar. 19. 
ſay unto you, that ye which have fol. '28. 


lowed me in the regeneration, when 
the Son of man ſhall jt .in.the throne 
of h is glory, ye alſo ſhall fat upon 
twelve thropes, judging the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael, And the: Saints are: 
foretold by the Apoltle, 10 judge 


the world, 1 Cor. 6. 2,3. :Do ye. 1 Cor. 
not know that the Saints ſhall judge 6. 2, 3. 


the world ? and if thr world ſhall be 
Judged by yoa,are ye unworthy tojudge 
the ſmalleſt matters ? Kuow ye not 
that ye ſhall judge Angels ?* how 
much more thives that pertain to this 
life ? \ 4454 
Not that Chriſt. needeth their 
ſuffrages for his aſſiſtance or confir- 
mation ; bur that as a point of their 
duty, they give their free applauſe 
and approbation, To which may 


may be added, that the pious exem- - 


plary lives of thoſe eminent Saints, 
correſponding with his {acted laws, 
ſhall be as matter-of evidence a- 

D 3 gainſlt 
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Fl gainſt all perverſe Tranſgrefſors 
y who ſhall cadere caſ#,be quite over- 
thrown, and not able to ſtand in the 
Judgment, So that then and there 
alſo offenders may be ſaid to be 
3 tryed per pares, by their peers; by 
þ men ſometimes {ubje& unto like 
common infirmityes with rthem- 
felves: but happily diſtinguiſhed 
'* by the grace of repentance, and fi- 
(> nally diffterenced by an holy perſe- 
=. verance. And now let me appeal 
Wl unto the judgments of you all, con- 
+ ecrning the Judge of us all: Shall 
ql net the Fudge of ail the Earth doe 
C18 right ? 
[0 ; He ſhalldoe right : For he ſhall 
'Y} ſet the righteous on his right hand, 
and the wicked on his lefr ; to the 
righteous he (hall ſay, Yenite Bene- 
dif, &c, Tothe wicked he ſhall 
ſay, 1te maleditt;, &c, He will ren- 
der 10 every. man aicording 80 his 
deeds ; 10 them who by patient con- 
tinuapce in well- doing, ſcek for glo- 


7), 
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19, «and honour, ard immortality ; 
eternal life : But anto them that are 
contentious,and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation, 
and wrath, tribulation ana anguiſh 
#pon every ſoul of man that doeth 
* evil, of the Few firſt, and alſo of the 
Gennle. 

And now foraſmuch as not the 
hearers of the Law, but the deers 
ſhall be jafbified ; let us come to the 
praQick, by way of Application ; 
conſidering what we ought to do 
in diſcharge of our duty. And firſt 
in general z and then in particu- 


lars. 


The man who would plead for 
this Nation unto the Almighty, 
(with ſhame and ſorrow may we 
ſpeak it) muſt like Abraham inter- 
cede for another Sedoz ; and mo- 
ving for the great Cities and popu- 
lous places muſt ſpeak at perad- 
venture for fifty righteous perſons ; 


and (o falling by deg 


D4 


rees from fifty 
ro 
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to tex, peradventure may fall ſhort 
of them alſo : untill. at laſt abaſhed - 
and confounded at the ſwarm of 
evil doers, and the paucity of good 
men, he ceaſe his ſupplication z nor 
daring further to treſpaſs upon the 
divine (though infinite) goodneſs.” 
It & his mercy alone, that we are not 
altogether [as we are in great mea- 
ſure both for fin and puniſhment) 
become as Sodom, and made like un- 
t0 Gomorra. 

As for puniſhments, God's great 
Warning - pieces ; the Peſtilence 
that walketh in darkneſs, and kills 
then as well as at noon - day, hath 
Twept away our people by hundreds 
and by thouſands : untill our dead 
corpſes,like our deadly fins became 
numberleſs. 

The Sword came not ſhort in 
doing its part, being made drunk 
with the blood of Nobles, as well 
as others, Sodow's pleaſant waters 
'were turned into Mare mortunm. 
| And 
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And our for a long time was Mare 
wortuorum. Inſtead of fiſhes meat 
for man, men were made meat for 
fiſhes, That Element which for- 
merly enriched the lfland, became 
a bottomleſs gulf ro devour the ri- 
ches of it. _ 

Then came the fire, like the Ca- 
raſtrophe of Soedem: And ſhould 
I call-it Fire and Brimſtone from 
heaven, I ſhould not ſay amiſs. For 
in deſpight of humane help it was 
unquenchable z untill it was ſatiate 
with the glory of the Nation : On- 
ly, God was pleaſed to make this 
gracious difference, that though he 
burnt up the houſes,: he ſpared the 
Inhabitants. 


: Sed cuibonuo? as Tſaac (aid to his Gen. 22. 
= Father, Ecce ignis & ligna!- ſed 7. 


= nbiwviitima holocauſtt ? So may. it 
2 be ſaid to us, Behold God's Judg- 
ments / But where is your Amend- 
ment 2 what fin doth nor reign at 
this day in this land, for which $0- 
dom 


Al 
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dom was deſtroyed > The fins of 
Fzek.16 Sodom are thus recorded, Pride, 
49 50. Fulneſs of Bread, and abundance of 
1dleneſs, was in heir, and in. her 
danohiers, neither did ſhe ftreng- 
then the hand of the poor and nee- 
dy. 
: In Pride we eutvie them. There 
need no labour to ſhew this: for 
Pride cannot but ſhew ir ſelf, 1 
meddle nat with the lighter profuſe 
vanities, which are as ſo many i. 
Symptomes of the diſeaſe ; but for 
tryal refer you to that Adage of 
Prov. Solomon ; Only by Pride cometh con- 
13.10. tention, Ye may guels atthe mother 
by the daughters, The tree is known 
by the fruit, Pride is the mother of 
St. Aug. Envy ; Et mater que neſcit eſſe jte- 
rilis. It ſeems ſo, For if exly by 
Pride cometh contention ; then the 
multitude ef contentions amongſt 
us ſhew a magnitude of Pride to be 
in Us. 
Another ſin of theirs was Fal- 
neſs 
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neſs of Breas, And too many tables 
in this Nation have been filled with 
vomit , and the land like Canarn 
hath caſt out many of the Inhabi- 
rants, 

They bad alſo abundance of 1dle- 
neſs. And Luxnry and all unnatu- 
ral Lewdneſsisthe illegitimate iſſue 
of our abundance. Turpia fatts 
turpia dictu, and hard it 15 to ſay, 
whether our Sodemites are more 
diabolical in the invention, or in 
the perpetration of their flagirtious 


| Vf offences. 

£1 Sedom firengthened not the hand 

CR of the poor ans needy, And of this 

1 i fault chis Nation in two reſpects, is 
highly guilty. Firſt char the invin- 


cibly poor and truly indigent are 
y not rightly conſidered : and ſecond- 
c E*ly, that the wilfully and affe&edly 
i IF poor are not duely chaſtiſed. And 
Xe WF CorreQion fort he Negligent, is 
© a5 much charity as ColleQion for 

the Indigent, A ſcourge of {mall 
cords 
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cords in time would drive the beaſts 
out of the temple of God, But the 
negle&_of {mall cord many times 
doth coſt a rope. Perſons,who with 
due ordering might live comfor- 
rably to themſelves, and profitably 
to their Country, through indif- 
creet {ufferance live hatefully, die 
ſhamcfully, and periſh eternally. 
The diligent hand maketh rich , in 
order whereunto, the Apoſtle gives 
this rule (which is both good Law, 
and good Goſpel) Let him that "oy 
fteal no more ; but let him labour, 
working with his hands the thing 
which # good; that he may have 10 
give to him that needeth, They who 
{et people in this way of living, and 
encourage them in ſo doing : They 
ſtrengthen the hands of the peor and 
needy, and God will bleſs them for 
Kt. 

Thus have I given you a brief pa- 
rallel between «s.and Sodom; which 
will concern each perſon to en- 

deavour 
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deavour to amend 3 leſt what was 
ſaid to Capernaum fall upon us: 78 Mar. 11. 
(ball be more tolerable for the Land 24. 
of Sodom in the day of judgment, 
than for you. 

To come yet more home to our 
preſent buſineſs, We ought to look 
upon an Aſſizes, as a ſolemn and 
ſacred aflembly of perſons lawfull 
convened, fully authoriſed, and / 
fe&ionately deſigned to vindicate 
God's honour, and Man's right: a 
ſoveraign means to uphold God's 
glory, 'and the happineſs and tran- 
quillity of the King and Kingdom: 
and as a preparatory Seſſions to 
make the way plain, and Gur ac- 
counts more eafie before the. Judge 
of all the Earth, Nam ompe reg- 
num ſub regno majori jacet: & 
"_ Fudex ſub ills Fudice Ha- 

{2 

Ard therefore ( my Lord) our 
eyes are upon you for right and ju- 
ſtice, Nor look we upon you as 

coming 
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coming meerly from the King ; but | 
as ſent by the King of kings, and 
Judge of judges. As for me and | 


my brethren in this work of the 
Lord, we can only ſerve our Coun- 


try within our ſpeculative Sphere, | 


with a Scire facias , cauſing them 
to know their duty : But to you who 
are Magiſtrates pertain both the 
Scire, and the Fieri facias, both to 
cauſe them ro know , and alſo 
(where need requires ) to compel to 


do thas which is right and equal : | 


As the Widow of Tekoah ſaid un- 
to David, fo ſay I to each of you; 
As an Angel of God, ſo is mey Lord 
10 diſcern good and evil: Therefore 
the Lord thy God will be with thee, 
Ye are in God's ſtead, that ye may 
do the'work of God pofitively ; un- 
till he come to do it fuperlarively. 
And this is his work ; To judge in 
righteouſneſs ; and to miniſter true 
judgment unto the people, To be 4 
defence for the oppreſſed, my re- 

wee 
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fuge in due time of trouble, This is 
his work, to keep the ſimple folk by pg, a2. 
their right, to defend the children of 4. 
the poor , and to puniſh the wrong 
doer. 

Nor dol here preſume or imagine 
to teach you your duties; but only 
put you in remembrance for the 
diſcharge of mine own. And as the 
goodnel(s of God the more encou- 
raged that Good man to call upon 
him to do right 3 ſo the aſſurance of 
your uprightneſs hath warranted 
me to intreat you to do that right 
which I verily think ye will do with 
all your power. And ſecing that 
great Judge with patience heard 
him unto the end, and did beyond 
all char he could fay or imagine : 1 
ſhall not doubt of a proportionable 
ſucceſs with you his worthy Vice- 
gerents. 

And bleſſed be his holy Name, 
who hath reſtored us our Judges as 
at the firſt ; and hath delivered our 
| ſouls 
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ſouls from. thoſe unrighteous Jud- 


. Ges, who made the righteous as 
5 r, 


the wicked, put the innocent-to 
death,and juſtified the guilty : Jud- 
ges who with the Sword of power 
cut the throat of authority. And 
whereas Abraham, at God's com- 
mandment, offered up his only ſon; 
they contrary ro God's command- 
ment, offered up their. Countrey's 
only Father, in ſacrifice to their 
laſt and malice, For our redempri- 
from ſuch Judges, (I as well as ma- 
ny more)am ever bound togiveGod 
praiſe and glory. 

And now go on, moſt worthy 
Fathers ; be firm pillars to ſtay this 
poor tottering Nation from further 
labefactation : O, prevent relapſe 
and ruin; that Mercy azd Truth, 
in our Land, may mees together, 
and Righteouſneſs and Peace may kiſs 
each other : that when the: King of 
kings ſhall giveto each of you your 
Luietws, ye may have (which oa 

Wi 
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Country for you ; and (which will _ 


be better ) the teſtimony of your 
Conſcience for you 5 and which 
will be beſt of all) 7 Ldauyiar 77 ©:7, 
Euge bone & fidelis ; Enter thou in- 
t0 the joy of thy Lord, 

My next addreſs is unto the lear- 
ned Counſellors and Advocates , 
who are to adviſe them that cannor 
rightly inform themſelves 5 and to 
plead their cauſes, who are not able 
eo plead their own, An eminent 
Calling, and an excellent Office ! 
The grearer (in and pity therefore, 
when it is corrupted and abuſed, 
Bur I ſpeak to Chriſtians and tothe 
Counſellors of Chriſtians z and 
therefore hope Demoſthenes his dif- 
eaſe (hall not be found among t&/n 
His Malady was «eyvesſyn, the f1]- 
ver {quinſic. The effe@ that godly 
Sorrow wrought in the pious He- 
brew , ungodly gain did in thar 


heathen Greek ; it made his tongue 


E cleave 


Mat. 25. 
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cleave to the root of his mouth. He 
took fees of both parties and ſpake 
for neither, And (urely to deſert a 
good cauſe, or eagerly to patronize 
a notorious bad one 3 either of rheſe 
isſ{uch a crime, as all worldly ad- 
vantages will not be able ro com- 
penſate in the day of the grear 
Judge, Then the truth of that 
Maxim will clearly appear ; malum 
Conſilium Conſultori peſimum, 

O therefore deal ſincerely with 
the people, and ſay unto them m 
the words of the Apoſtle z we can 
do nothing againſt the truth, but for 
the ruth, He that labours by 


ſtrength of humane wit and cap- | 


7 ar ; bun o 
” 4 


tious Arguments, to make thar | 


ſtreight which Gods law hath made 


crooked; - or to make that crooked, | 


which he hath made ftreight 3 15 
more paradoxal than Anaxagoras, 
who held the Snow to be black. 


Fl Iſa.5.2e, There is a woe to them who call evil 


good,and good evil, And if ro them 
who 
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who call it ſo; what is to them 

that labour to have it fo eſtabliſh- 

ed? Alas! it is far beneath perſons 

of excellent education, and rare 
accompliſhments, to become Com- 
plexion - Makers, to pur falſe eo- 

3 lours upon the face .of things, to 

F deceive the eyes with {pecious pre- 

YZ rences, Such praQtices are fitter for: 

young Sopniſters, than grave So-: 

phies, The greateſt praiſe reaped 

by ſuch conteſts is bur what St. A? C4 1 
guſtine gave Homer tor his fabulous 1. c.14. 
inventions, 'Drlciſsime vanw, It 

is no commendation to a man of 

great parts to ſhew ſome flaſhes of 

wit, bur no ſpark of honeſty, I do 
heartily wiſh all gowned men, both 

in Church and State; fairly diſchar- 

ged of that imputation, which of 

late, nor without cauſe, hath fallen 

npon them ; that it may not be ob- 

{crved in either, what God hath 
condemned in all ; namely, thar 

the atme of Students is a very 

| £13 
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xcywaxe, aftrife about words to no 
purpoſe, but to the ſupplanting of 
the truth, and the ſnbverting of the 
hearers. 

O ye noble Senators, Let nor 
your Rhetorick be above your 
Righteouſneſs. Be not Tertullsſſes 
to implead the Truth, to oppreſs 
che Church, and to aggravate the 
miſeries of the AMi&ed: Bur be 
Teriullians to make an Apol 
for them, I ſhall not much infiſk 
upon the terror of that Obſervation, 
[ Ex male queſitis vix gandet terti- 
ws Heres ] though that common 
note is not altogether to be defpi- 
ſed; ſed majora canamm , even 
thoſe ponderous words of the great 


Mar, 16, Judge : What & 4 man profited if 


he gain the whole world, and loſe 
his owne Soul? or what fhall a 
man give in exchange for bis Soul, | 
Imitate therefore - that Counſellor, 

whoſe praiſe is in the Goſpel, who 
was allo a prime planter of the 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel in this Nation, 7»ſeph of 
Arimathea ; who is ſtyled by St. 

Mark, an honourable Counſellour , Mar. 1s 
Loyuwr Cord ms, A wel-compoſed Conn- 43: 
ſellpr : 'Avig 022% 299 D189 2 whoin Luk: 23: 
the worſt of times durft difſent 50. 
from, and oppoſe againſt the -un- 

godly votes of the corrupt Sanbe- 

drim, Let the fear of God be in 

you, as it was in him 3 and let thoſe 

words of the Almighty Judge, ſpo- 

ken by David, be the rule of your 
praRice z leſt in the grear day, that 

Judge repel you- apd your cauſe _ 

with the ſame words, Rying, 1 will Pla.tor. 
take no wicked thing in hand, I hate 4 

the ſins of unfaithfulneſs ; there 

ſhall no ſuch cleave unto me, Fa+ St. Hier. | 
cientes prevaricationes odts, I bate 
perſons who uſe colluſions, or falſe 
pleadings, 

O be ye (as I hope ye will be) 
highly inftrumental ro the advance 
of God's glory and Man's good 
that the truth of Solomon's Proverbs 
E 3 may 
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may not be diſputed: but that as 
all ſober. perſons grant, where no 
counſel is , tbe people fall ; ſo the 
people may find and have cauſe to 
ſay, 1# the multituie of Counſellors 
there x ſafety. 


* - Next unto them who Solicice for 


the people, and prepare their 
Caufes for hearing , I offer theſe 
ewo notes of advice: 

Firſt, That they would not bu- 
ſie themſelves to inflame men unto 
Enmity and Contention. Put not 
fire to fire. Do not extimulate the 
nature of Man, which of it ſelf is 
roo apt unto mifchief. Remember 


how hateful they were in every 


mans ears, whether the thing were 
true orfalſe God knows, who were 


ſaid to earry Wilde-fire about them. 


Seek not for Clients, let chem ſeek 
for you. To go about to ask for 
work , is but Beggerly ; bur to 
make work by other mens dam- 


mage, that is baſe, A good Work- 


man 
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man need notdo ſo 3 and, a good 
man will nor. This 1s the firſt, 

The other is. That they would 
not inſtruct Witneſſes unto. their 
deſtruction 3 nor per{wade the men 
to depoſe more than they cai per- , 
{wade themſelves to know, For if in 
School-diſcipline that Lad deſerves 
the laſh, who prompts . another in 
ſaying by heart;becauſle it is a means 
ro make a Boy a Dunce: Surely 
then Chriſt our great Maſter ( ro 
whom the Law of Laws is but a 
Pedagogue ) will lay heavy ſtripes 
upon him , who prompts another 
to {wear contrary to the knowledge 
of his heart; which is a means to 
make a Man a Devil. 

As for thoſe ſele& perſons of the 
Grand Jury, and of all. other par- 
ticular Juries; their very appella- 
tion adjures them ro maintain the 
honour of God, and of the. King, 
and to do right between Man and 
Man ; Whether they derive # jure, 
| E & ---* -..wom 
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from right it ſelf, and ſo are cal- 
led, Men of right; or, 4 jareju- 
rando, from the ſacred Oath- they 
take to bind their ſouls : all this 
calls highly for their integrity y 


 Plura wvincula fortiora, and the 


Oath ye now take, 'is but the more 
ſtrictly ro bind you to performe 
that right in particulars , unto 
o__ in general ye ever ſtand ob- 
iged, 

And now do not ye obſtru& , 
nor prevent Juſtice. Ponder well, 
and be fully perſwaded. Do not 
follow the Foreman of the Jewry, 
as Sheep follow the foremoſt of the 
company, one and all, whitherſo- 
ever it leaps, or wanders : Forthen, 
that which ye call a Yerdi&, will 
not be Yerum diftum, but Merum 
dictum, a meer voting for compa- 
ny. Take heed, for a great charge 
15 committed unto you z even the 
fortunes, liberties, reputations, and 
lives of many of your Brethren. 
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Look well into matters of Fa& , 
and the nature of ations ; and be 
not carryed away with the quali- 
ty of perſons. When God went 
down to Sodom , he did not ex- 
amine which was the Nobleman, 
which the Gentleman, and which 
the mean perſon : He did not ſet 
by the Great ones <0 ſave them , 
and bind up the poor ſhrubs only, 
to caſt into the fire; but he looked 
tritly into the demerits of chem 
all, 7 will go down and ſee whether 
they have done altogether according 
to the cry, 

And as in all Cauſes, ſo chiefly 
in Criminals, ye ought to be very 
circumſpe& and cautious: For, 
He that juſtifieth the wicked, and 
he that condemneth the juſt , even 
they both are abomination to the 
Lord. Beware that ye bring not the 
curſe of innocent blood upon your 
ſelves, upon your Families , and 

upon.your Native Country, As on 
| ing 
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the one hand, when innocent blood 
i5 ſhed under pretence of Juſtice, 
it i5 the more horrid murther : ſo 
on the contrary, when the life of a 
Murtherer is ſpared, the lives of 
many are thereby endangered, and 
Juſtice ir ſelf is mortally wonnded, 
Te ſhall take no ſatsfattion for the 
life of a Mnrtherer, which t« guitiy 
of death : but he ſhall be ſurely put 
10 death : the reaſon follows, v.33. 
For bloed defileth the Land, and 
the Land cannot be cleanſed of the 
blood that & ſhed therein, but by 
the blood of him that ſhed it. Lord, 
then , what ſhall become of rhis 
Land wherein we live * O! do not 
add to the guile, increaſe not the 
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cry of blood. St. Fohn tells us, | 


that the fouls, which he ſaw un- 
der the Altar, Cryed with 4 loud 
voice, ſaying, How long , O Lord, 
holy and true, doſt thow not juage 
and avenge onr blood on them-that 
dwell on the earth * Tantene Ani- 

77186 
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mu celeflibus ire ? Bleſſed Spirits ! 
Do not they think the milcries 
of us Mortals {ufficient , but wiſh 
more to fall upon us > Why delire 
they God to avenge their bloed on 
them that dwell on the earth ? Sure- 
ly, becauſe they that dwell on the 
earth, are not zealous to avenge 
their blood on them thar ſhed ir. 
Beware of Partiality. Sau! was 
rejeted of God, becauſe he cut eff 
only the refuſe, and let the chief 
e'cape, If ye ſhall do ſo ( which 
God forbid) then it will appear , 
that ye puniſh not any , becauſe 
they are MalefaQorsz but becauſc 
they are poor Malefactors: And 
that ye acquit not others, becauſe 
they are Righteous ; bur becaule 
they are Rich, And what will this 
be, but to juſtife the Wicked for 
reward? Andro ſell the poor for 
a pair of ſhoes > To make gain the 
only Godlineſs > And Poverty the 
{1n againſt the Holy Ghoſt , m_ 
| hath 
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hath no remiſſion > But I. beſeech 
you all,who bind your ſouls by the 
contents of Chriſt's laſt Will and 
Teſtament, do not make void his 
Grace unto your ſelves. Unleſs ye 


perform that Oath, ye take to the | 
beſt of your knowledge , and the | 


utmolt of your power z ye kiſs the 


book, as Fudas kiſſed the Author, | 


and ſo betray him. And thoſe that 


deny him before men, them will he | 
deny before his Father, and hu holy |: 


Angels, 
Next, I am to ſpeak to the fe- 


veral Witneſſes; and Witneſſes | 


are the hinges of Cauſes, upon 
which the door of Juſtice or Mercy 


either opens or ſhuts : God grant | 


that they be not like hinges in this, 
ro go according as they are greaſed ! 
Remember that one of the thun- 
dring Commandements given on 
Mount S2na4, is, Thow ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt thy NOI. 

alle 
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Falſe Witneſſes there were of old : 

Nabeth ( good man) was {worn x King. 
out of his Eſtate, and his Life alſo, 21. 

by two ſuch wretches ; and ſo have 

many more ſince. The Adverſaries 

of St, Stephen, ſer up falſe witneſſes As 6, 
againſt him. And our bleſſed Sa- 

viour had many falſe witneſſes 3- ; 
gainſt him, St. Marthew ſaith of Mar. 26. 
thoſe Jews itil 4dhuleler, they 59. 
ſought falſe teflimony ;, and they that 

ſcek it, may find it: for, if Rulers Pro, 29. 
hearkesn unto lies, they ſhall ſoon be '2. 
furniſhed with wicked inſtruments ;, 

this appears in JeYebels quick di- 

ſparch, who wrote to the Magi- 

ſtrates of the City t9 proctre two 

10 ſwear againſt Naboth ; and they 
had them «tf 7uium, at the holding 

up of a finger. 
| I defire ail Witneſſes to confi- 

der what a black character is there 

{cet upon all falſe witneſſes, and that 

by the pen of wicked FeZebel, who 

made uſe of ſuch for her own hor- 
| rid 
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rid purpoſe : Ser two men, ſons of 


' Belial (ſaid ſhe) to bear witneſs 


againſt bim. Belial, and the ſons of 
Belial: Who are they> Belial is 
proverſm, & ILL J#ug0, the Maſter 
of Miſrule : you may know him by 


2 Cor.c. his pcrfe& oppoſite, Whas concord 


hath Chrift with Belial ? So then, 
Set two ſons of Belizl, is in plain 
terms, Ser two ſons of the Devil 10 


ſwear againſt him: and rightly are 


they called his children , for he is 
the Father ef lies: A lyer and a 
murtherer from the brgtnning. 

Of all finners I know none more 
hateful and miſerable,in all reſpects 
than falle Witneſſes. They are 0- 
dious unto God ; odious to tnem- 
ſelves, odious to good men, and 
odious even to them who firſt cor- 
rupted them, For though that of 
the Tragick Poet {eems to plead 
for them with their ſuborners ; 1n- 
necens ſit tibi, quiſquis 1u4 cansa fit 
nocens : yet experience —_ 

enat 


It 
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that the principle of Politicians is, 
to hug the treaſon, and to hate the 
Traitor. 

O yethar are witnefles, indulge no 
mans perverſe humour z gratifie no 
mans malice nor avarice z3 be not 
{wayed by the fear or favor of man, 
The man that ſells himſelfro work 
wickednelſs,and for alittle lucre puts 
away a great peace, even the peace 
of a good Conſcience; when in 
bitterneſs of ſoul he ſhall complain 
ro them, who made an advantage of 
his {1n ; he is like to meet with ſuch 
conſolation, as Fudas had from 
thoſe Prieſts and Elders who upon 
the matter bad the Devil and him 


ſhift it, 7 ae3nuds; oride, What i Mar. 27. 


that to us ? [ce thou to that. 

Clam hominibus non eſt tuto p*'c- 
care, To lin ſecretly is not to {in 
ſafely. Though ſome fear the loſs 
of their cars, more than the loſs of 
their ſouls ; yet be ye well aſſured, 


tha the Prince of darkneſs will be 


t able 
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able to challenge- perjur'd perſons 
for his own : though they be not 
ear- mark'd, They have a brand 
chat will not readily wear out, 
whoſe conſciences are ſeared with 
a hotiron. Al lyars ſhall have their 
part in the Lake which burneth with | 
fire and brimſtone ; which i the ſe- 
cond death. And if all lyars, then | 
falſe witneſſes being the worſt of 
all lyars, ſhall drink deep in that 
Lake. If ye deſire ro have the great * 


| Tudge your friend,be none of then. | 


For he ſuffered by falſe witneſfles ; ' 
and therefore will avenge all them | 
who ſuffer by falſe witneſles. The 
Lord hath ſaid ir and ye may take 
his word : A falſe witneſs ſhall not 
20 wnpuniſhed, and he that ſpeakerh | 
lics alt not eſcape. 

I come now to the Primum mo- 
bile, the wheel that ſets the reſt 
going ; the many ſeveral Litigants, 
Plaintiffes, and Defendants: who 
are a great part of this grand affair. 


I 
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I wiſh,I could ſpeak to them all. But 
(as Chriſt ſaidof the Multitude that 
came to him) divers of them came 
from far ; who will not come ſoon 
enough ro my charge, although 
(perhaps)too ſoon to their own coſt 
Chriſt Jeſus in compaſſion look up. 


Y on them, that they may nor finally 


come ſhort of the peace of God;un- 
to which as yet they ſeem not much 
to have bent their underſtanding. 
And here I bumbly beſeech my 
Fellow - Labourers in the Goſpel, 
that they would heartily endeavour 
to allay the wrath, and compoſe 
the differences ariling in their re- 
ſpe&ive Congregations. OC be nor 
ye joyned with your pariſhioners, 
as Levi once was with Simeon, to be 
nored for brethren in iniquity, and 
inſtruments of cruelty, God hath 
commurted unto 1s 74 Naxwyias + xa- 
wMzy1ss that we ſhould reconcile 
men unto God, Which we can never 


do, unleſs we reconcile men unto 


F one 
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nounced the beatirudes, of which 
. this is one pargeru 3: eiplwomel, as St, 


Ezek. 3. 


cial: yer ſkill it is very poſſible'to 
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one another, When Chrift pro- 


Lake obſerveth,he lifted up his eyes 

ſpecially upon his diſciples.Ye then, 

who for this purpoſe are in God's | 
ſtead, pluck the people our of the 

fire of contention 3 ſave fouls from | 
death, and by your charity cover a | 
multitude of fins. And though after 

your endeavours for peace, men 

ſhould till prepare for war; yet | 
your labour ſhall not be in ain in he 
Lord : for, ye ſhall free your owne; 
fouls. 
I return to you, my Country- 
men, and Chriſtian brethren, who 
are engaged in mutual conteſts, de-! 
firing yourto return to the Lord; 
to eſchew evil and do good, ſeek 
peace and enſue it, And though 
there are many intricate caſes, in 
which a publick legal decifion is 
very proper, and generally beneft- 


T £urrs 


manage 
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manage theſe on both fides, wich 
good neighbourhood and Chriſtian 


amity. And ſo do in the name of 
God. 


But Brethren, Ir 1s too netort- 


ouſly manifeſt, that as the leaſt 
print, and ſmalleſt CharaQers do 
moſt ſtrain and trouble mens eyes; 
ſo commonly, the leaſt otcafions 
beget the greateſt ſuits, and do moſt 
trouble mens minds, Vere a man 
a meer ſtranger to our national pro- 
ceedings, and ſhould come hither 
at ſuch a rime as this, and ſee men 


tugg, pant, labour and proſecute ;. 


he would think that it were pro ars 
' & focss: that goods, body and 
{oul and all lay at take. Behold a 
mountain-labour for the produRion 
of a filly mouſe ! After much ex- 
peRation, forth comes a pitiful ſto- 
ry of one Neighbours chicken on 
another Neighbours dunghilz or 
ſomething to thar purpoſe : or of a 
man,or a beaſt (perhaps) going up- 

2 On 
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on another mans ground,where was 
| lictle or no-graſs, or corn, And this 
mole- hill is magnified with a gric- 
vous clamour of vi & arms, and 
 pedibus ambalando; as though the 
r Kings adverſary had done, what Benhadad 
19. threatned to Samaria; come with 
a numberleſs multitude and carried 
away the ſoil by handfuls : or cleer- 
ly born away the premiſſes upon 
Jud. 16. hjs ſhoulders: as Samſon did the 
Gate and Poſts of the City of 


Gas. 
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Theſe frothy,airy, and unſubſtan- | 
tial beginnings of ſorrows are boi- 


led in mens breaſts, till they come 
toa conſiſtency of malice, and an 
inconſiftency with grace 3 ſo thar 
as the widow in the Goſpel weari- 
ed the unjuſt Judge with her im- 
portunity : even {o many With us 


weary juſt Judges with their im- 


pertinency. 


And is it not enough that ye wea- 
ry men, but will ye weary the = 
alſo? 


SER Eos. *. 
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alſo > Dear Chriſtian brethren, be 
uot pleaſed to be angry 2 Love not 
to live without Love, Purſue not 
thoſe courſes,which firſt make men 
ridiculous, then odious, and laſtly 
miſcrable. Contention with your 
Superiours is mad and deſperate 
with your Equals dubious ; with 
your Inferiours baſe and infamous, 
Pity your neighbours z; pity your 
dear relations; pity your own ſouls, 
How juſt is it with God to make 
them poor and wretched,who might 
be rich and happy, but that they 
will not live in quiet ! Do not both 


Law and Reaſon callto diſarm mad 


men? And ſhall not the Fudge of all 
the earth do right ? 

People complain of the times , 
when asthe fault is in themſelves : 
They would have peace with their 
enemies abroad, bur they will have 


none with their neighbours at home, 


How can Gods equity comply with 
this myſterious iniquity ? 1f we love 
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peace only a farr off , peace ſhall 


be farrſrom us ; and if we love 


miſchief at hand, miſchief will come 
home to us. 

And who will pity or believe our 
complaints > Men can never ab- 
ſolve themſelves from this dilemma; 
If they be in want and neceſſity, 
how catithey,or why do they ſpend 
ſo much in ſpiteful enmity > Bur 
if they have more then they know 
what to do with (as by their trivial 
contentions it ſeemeth they have) 
why do they repine and mur- 
mur ? 

But now I think on it, there is a 
point of honour in the way. Both 
parties ſtand upon- their Reputati- 
on (forſooth) until both looſe it in 
theconteſt ; as Diſputants often do 
the Truth, each ſcornerh to be firſt 
inclinable to Peace: and why ſo? 
Becauſe each pretendeth himſelf 
too good to ſeek the friendſhip of 
the other, As Scipio Africanw (aid; 
Non 
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Non 4mo nimium : 1 love not this 
roo much. Ye know what things 
are indeed, when they come to be 
roo good, If the goodneſs of men 
be meaſured by ſtrength of purſe , 
and ſtoutneſs of ſtomack 3; he that 
is called the beſt man in a pariſh, 
may be the worſt in a province. 
Surely , though both were good 
men ; yet Abraham was a better 
man than Zoz in all civil and moral 
confiderations, And he was the bet- 
rer for yielding unto Lor, thereby 
cutting of all occaſions of ſtrife : he 
was the better for preferring peace 
and quiet,before a wilfulland vain- 
glorious humour. For which cauſe 
God more abundantly bleſſed him 
after Lot's ſeparation ; whereas' all 
that Lot had gotten came to nothing, 
himſelf very narrowly eſcaping the 
fire: for which alſo he was indeb- 
ted unto the prayer of his Uncle 
Abraham, Conſider theſe things, 
Peloved, I beſeech you, Ir is ſaid 
| 2 Wt of 
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of them, That their ſubſtance was, 
ſo increaſed, they could not dwell one 
by another. Bur I do not think, that 
this is generally the caſe of our 
people : Ir is not the abundance of 
wealth,but the abundance of wrath, 
and the want of witand grace ; it is 
not the ſubſtance, bur the ſpite of 
men is ſo great, that the Land can- 
not bear them to dwell one by 
another, Bur if they will ſtill Rand 
upon honour , let them take the 
advice of Solomon, who was a per- 
ſon of wiſdom and honour ; and 
he ſaith, 1: & an honour for 4 man 
t0 ceaſe from ſtrife ; but every fool 
will be medling, 

Implacable Spirits in this ene 
thing execed the greateſt Malefa- 
Qors, Ye ſhall never hear Malefa- 
Rors petition the Judge to execute 
judgment upon them : - Still they 
beg mercy, mercy , though they 
deſerve none, Bur litigious Chri- 
Rians (if they ſay their preyereNlet- 
y 
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ly petition the great Judge to pour 


down vengeance upon them 3 their 
devotions are like the afteQions of 
Agrippina tor her unlucky Imp Ne- 
70; Of whom one faid, Cum pre- 
caretur , imprecabatur : when ſhe 
prayed, ſhe curſed, So do many 
in theſe dayes, they come into the 


Courts of the Lord's houſe, and 


pray ſaying, Lord forgive ws our 
Ireſpaſſes, 45 we forgive them that 
zreſpaſs againft w: They pray God 
ſo to forgive them, as they forgive 
others, And how is that > Not at 
all. Follow bur theſe men to the 
Courts of Judicature, and ye ſhall 
ſee it as cleer as the light, The 

go not their brethren one Ka 
paſs of an hundred; and how then 
ſhall they anſwer the Lord one 
thing of a Thouſand > They take 
their brother by the throat, and are 
ready to pluck it out, for an hun- 
dred pence ;' ye, for the value of an 
hundred pins : And how then ſhall 
they 
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they be acquitted of God for their 
ren chouſand talents? | 

Amongſt other things therefore, 
for Chriſt's ſake have mercy upon 
poor Debtors; for without his 
mercy we are all deſperate Deb- 
tors, I know indeed that there are 
divers ungodly wretches, who can 
ſatisfie their Credirors, but will 
not; and their debts unto men are 
deadly {ins in the fight of God : 
The ungodly borroweth, and payeth 
ot again, 1do nor, I cannot plead 
for ſuch, Thoſe men take the Gaole 
for their Sanftuary. And therefore | 
as they affe& a perpetual priſon in 
this world; ſo it will be juſt for 
the great Judge to confine them to 
an everlaſting priſon inthe world to 
come. | 

But I ſpeak for them, who are 
willing to ſatisfie ro the urmoſt , 
bur not able ; ſome of which, if 
men would have patience with 
them, might in good time pay = 
all, 
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all. To tyrannize over theſe 

creatures, and to inflict upon them 
ſummum jus , it is moſt afluredly 
ſumma injuria. Such rigorous pro- 
cecding is exatly like the execu- 
tion Saran ſerved upon Fob ; who, 
not content to ſweep away all his 
goods, cruelly ſeized upon his body, 
and by extremicy ſought to bring 
deſperation upon his ſoul. To all 
ſuch hard hearted proſecutors, or 
perſecutors rather, I ſhall only ſay 
this, As they now ſow, ſo hereafter 


they are like to reap ; for, He (ball Jam. 2. 
have judgment without mercy , that ©3: 


hath ſhtwed no mercy. 

And now, that what we have 
heard may be profitable unto us, 
Ler us to our daily prayers , joyn 
our beſt endeavors ; and let us me- 
ditate upon the near approach and 
ſudden corning of the great Judge. 
Of theſe times and dayes we know 
before haud when they ſhall come 
(though of this preſent we ol bue 

ort 
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ſhort warning) But of that day we 
know n0t. | 
Ve cannot forget how, ſoon af- 

ter the Aſſizes held here abour this 
time rwelve-months, Many perſons 
of good account, who then atten- 
ded to ſerve God, the King, and 
their Country, were in a few daies 
called away to make their appear- 
ance at the upper bench of che King 
of kings. And God only knoweth 
whether any of us now preſent, 
ſhall ever live to {ee another ſuch 
meeting. 

 Lerusevery one therefore,in the 
fear of God, in our ſeveral ſtations 
and particular capacities endeavour 
ſo todiſcharge our duties ; that the 
Judge of all the carth at his coming 
may look upon ns, as meet objects 
of his mercy z that we may be deli- 
vered from thoſe flames, which 
ſhall then torment the ungodly. 
Let us do our parts, and then,there 
is no doubt to be made of it, by 
wW 
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will abundantly perform his, above 
all that we can deſerve, defire, or 
conceive, For he will not (lay the 
righteous with the wicked ; neither 
ſhall therighteous be to him as the 
wicked : That is farr from him to 
do after that manner. Shaft not 
the Judge of all the earth do right ? 
Unto which Fudge of all the earth, 
Feſws Chriſt the righteows, togetber 
with the Father, and the Bleſſed Spi- 
71t, three perſons and one eternal 


God, be given all honour and glory 
now and for ever, Amen. 
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I Cor. Iv. 4. 
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I. SAM. 11. 25, firſt part. 
If one man ſin againſt another, 
the Judge ſhall Fudge bim : 
Put if a man fin againſt the 
Lord, Who ſhall intreat for 


him 2 


© 


Heſe words are apart of the- 

Lord Eli's Reports, or of 

his Homilies, chuſe you whether : 
For he. was Tam Marti, quan 
Mercurio , having in his hand jus 
!rigſque gladii ; being both Lord - 
G Metro» 
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Metropolitane in the Church, and 
Lord Chiet Juſtice inthe State 3, the 
High Pricſ and the Supreme Judge 
in 1ſrael, 

A rare occurrent , and ſuch a 
precedent, as had only ohne Samuel 
in the {equel;z and then thoſe ex- 
traordinary Judges fell into the 
King's highway ; andthe ſtream of 
their Civil Power was carryed in 
the channel -of 1ſrael's Monarchs, 

To dilate upon Hiſtories touch- 
ing Secular Powcr in ſpiritual per- 
ſons, were to miſſpend, my time, 
and abuſc your patience. The Mac- 
cabees were Levites. And Socrates 
$cholaſticus affirms many Biſhops to 
have been Lieutenants and Gover- 
nors of Provinces, Sed multa de 
fefto, que now de jure. In dicbu; 
ills, When good men were ſcarce, 
neceflity had no Law : Or elſe 1 
conceited grace of Dominion in 
{ome prevailed'over the real domi- 
nion of grace, There were of old, 

mel 
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men of this iron temper , who 
hanged like Mabomer's tomb , be- 
tween two loadſtorics ; And being 
parts of 'neither, were indifferently 
bound, like the Apocrypha, between 
the Law antid the Goſpel: 

Burt we muſt neither ſeparate the 
things which God hath joyned, nor 
confound the things he hath diſtin- 
guiſhed, The check our bleſſed 
Saviour gave the Sons of Zebedee, 
ſuthciently ſhews, how incompati- 
ble the affeRation of Regal Power 
1s With the function of Evangelical 
Paſtors. The great Door of the 
Gentiles, pointing only to the 
Church part, cryed out, ags mom 
Tis bxaves Who i [nffcient- for theſe 
things ? And God grant the Succeſ- 
ſors grace rightly to uſe the keyes ! 
for Se, Peter was ſharply rebuked 
by Chriſt, and was not able to rule 
the Sword... - 

Nevertheleſs, though for Order 
ſake, there be a diffcrence between 
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theſe two high Callings ; yet, for 
God's {ake let there be no unhappy 
difference. The one cannot be with- 


* out the other, Aaron, from whom 


Eli was deſcended, was brother un- 
to Moſes, yes, and his elder brother 
to03 though God pleaſed to pur 
him in ſubordination. Think nor, 
that like Eſas, with his birth right, 
he loſt his bleſſing. Nor count your 
Miniſters ſo many Popes , or ſo 
many curſed Chams , becauſe the 
Lord hath made them the Servants 
of Servants unto their brethren. 
God took both his Vicegerents our 
of one ſtock 3 Moſes for the Prince, 
Aaron tor the Prieſt: and by theſe 
brought his people out of Captivi- 
ty, As the perſons were once Ger- 
mani fratres; ſo their Offices and 
Callings are for ever Cozin-ger- 
manes. Moſes is the Regent, Aaron 
his Aſſiſtant ; and both pages to 
the ou! Shepherd of 1ſrael. When 
theſe two go hand in hand together 
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in the fear of the Lord, and the 

. people are ruled by them; there 

is Digitus De!: Thon leddeſt thy 

people like a flock, by the hand of 

Moſes and Aaron, Pal. 
And here is work enough for laſt. 

them toth z Injuries done by men 

to men z and offences done by men 

to God. Here is matter for the. 

Judge to redreſs and vindicate z and 

for the Prieſt to reprove,atrone and 

ſupplicate 3 more than ſufficient in- 

deed to grieve and aſtoniſh them 

both. If one man ſin againſt another, 

the Fudge ſhall judge bim: but if 4 

24s ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall 

intreat for him ? 
Fuſtice and Fudgment are the 

habitation of Gods + on Within 


the Ark was the Covenant of Teſti- p(.1, 89, © 


mony ; there was the 'Law kept: 14. 
and over that was the Mercy-ſeat. Exod. 
Except we keep Juſtice and Judg- 25.21. 
ment within us, no mercy will 
abide upon us, Feruſalem's Enco- 
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minm was [ A City at unity withinit 
elf] demonſtrated by theſe rwo in- 
fallible proofs : namely, that there 


God was uniformly worſhipped ; 
and there was Jaſtice duly admi- 


 DPſa.122, niſftred, For thither the Tribes go 


up, even the tribes of the Lord, to 
teftifie wnto Iſrael, and to give thanks 
#ntie the name of the Lord : For 
there is the ſeat of Fudgment, 

, Sed jam ſegts ef ubi Troja fuit, 
Feruſalem'is trodden down. of the 
Gentiles. The Abomination of de- 
{olation ftands in the holy 'place ; 
becauſe 1ſrael profaned the koly 
place , and'.the holy worſhip and 
ſervice. Helleberum fr uſtra,&c. we 
we conſult too'lare about the re- 
medy, when the long abuſed pa- 
tience of the Alnmighty enters into 
Judgment” againſt iniquity. How- 
loever \ we preſume to over rule 
men with Rhetorick, or Logick ; 
with the acute demonſtratiqns of 
terror, or the\pongderous inquaion 
: : | O 
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of intereſt : yer, when we come to 
triall with our great Lord (as the 
Lawyers Apothegme {ſaith ) The 
Caſe is alter'd. 

Thus E1i did argue with Hophyt 
and Phinehas , being tob tame a 
Father ot two ſuch wild Sons ; 
whoſe indulgence r@ their tranſ- 
oreffions brought ruin upon them, 
and many others, Neglect of Ju- 
ſtice brake 7jrael's back, and El:'s 
neck, Their crimes(as well as their 
puniſhments) are able to make the 
ears of all that hear to tingle, Athe- 
iſm poſſeſſed their hearrs , Juxuri- 
ous lewdneſs polluted their bodics , 
and ſacrilegious rapine defiled their 
hands : which three are the wicked 
world's curſed Trinity , the great 
modification and accompliſhment 
of theſe evil times. When the ſons 
of Eli are ſons of Belial ; when the 
Children of Rulers, Nobles, and 
Magiſtrates know - not the Lord 3 
when they, whoſe very example 
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ſhould bring Aliens home to the 


ſervice of God 3 when ſuch perſons 


make the Lords people to tranſgrelſs; 
what can be expected, but {ome 
fearful Judgment from Heaven >? 

In the text are two cauſes de- 
pending, The one is inter Virum & 
Virum ; and thisis to be determined 
by the Judge, pro tempore, & loco, 
If one man ſin againſ® another, the 
Fudge ſhall judge him. The other 
Caule 1s, inter Deum &f Hominem. 
Impar Congreſs ! An unequal 
Match ; a hard Caſe ! God is the 
powerful Plaintiffe, and Man the 
weak Defendant 3 ' who is not able 
to procure Counſellor, Friend, or 
Advocate. But if a man ſin againſt 
the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? 

- Or, here is firſt God's ordinary 
remedy againſt humane miſchiefs ; 
If one man ſin againſt another, the 
Fudge ſhall judge him. 

Secondly, an extraordinary miſ- 
chief beyond humane Help, or 

| | Remedy 
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Remedy ; But if 4 mar ſin azainſt 
the Lord, who ſhail intreat for him ? 

- In the firſt part are theſe two 
things. Firſt, an Hyhotheſss or Con- 
tingency of fat; if one man fin 
_ againſt another, Secondly, the The- 
ſis or poſition of right; The Judge 
ſhall judge him. 

If one man ſin againſt another, 
This ſuppoſition or moot caſe ſhew- 
eth both 'the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God ; his Wiſdom in fore- 
ſeeing, his Goodnels in preventing 
Violence, - The mighty and. grati- 
ous Lord, who {es bounds to the 


Sea , and bars to that boyſterous 


element, gave laws, and ordained 
means to reftraine the impetuous 
rage of humane paſhons ; which 


are incontinent like- Reuben, unſta- Gen. 49. 
ble as water 3 there being little dif- 4 


ference berween the raging of the 
Sea, and the madneſs of the People. 
And furely, the great Leviathas , 
the Devil, would take roo much 
paſtime 
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paſtime in the waves of this trouble- 
ſome world , beholding men like 
fiſhes, the great devoure the ſmall ; 
and like the reſtleſs Sea , foaming 


out their own fhame , and caſting . 


up mire and dirt did not the Lord 
rake this ſpecial order, Moz0s com- 
ponere fiutrs , to compole thele 
curbulent motions by his Delegates, 
and Deputies, | 

As evil. words corrupt good 
manners ; ſo evil manners occa- 
{ion-good laws. Thus by the mercy 
of God, virtuous Children ſucceed 
vitious Parents. The produgtion of 
Juſtice is nov like that of Vineger, 
the ſowreſk from the ſweeteſt g 
but it is as 4qu4 Yite, extracted 
from Dregs and Lees, A ſacred 
Myſterie, Samſon's ridle unridled, 


Out of the Eater come ferth meat , 


and out of the ftrong come ſweetneſs. 
We bleed in parts to preſerve the 
whole. Pena ad paucos, vt timer ad 
omnes, This is God's way, and his 


deſign 


or 
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deſign in puniſhing by the Magi- 
ſtrates, -Thoſe which remaiz, ſhall Dear. * 
hear, and fear, and ſhall henceforth 19.20. 
commit n0 more any ſuch evil a- 
m0ng you. 

The Seeds of preſumptuous fins 
are [cattcr'd and ſown in the hearts 
of the people, by the looſe hand of 
Government ; And nothing bur 
the (edulous execution of Juſtice 
and Judgment, can root them our, 
The beſt Mummy for a languiſhing 
ſtate is made of MaletaQors killed 
by the hand of Juſtice, And as ca- 
pucal offences are ſeverely to be 
puniſhed ; ſo none are to be che- 
riſhed. The young Serpent is of the 
old Serpent's. breed, - and getting 
warmth and ſtrength will kill che 
man that hug'd him in his boſom, 
As the Philoſopher told his ſcholar 
that gamed, Non parum eft. aſſueſ- 
cere. And'as St, Ambroſe ſaith of Ambr. 
a devout Congregation, Maltz mi- 1». de 
aimi ſunt magnt, & mulioram pre- P=% 

'{ | 


Mat. 13. 
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ces impoſſbile eſt contemni : So may 
we ſay, the Aggregation of many 
{mall faults make a great heap of 
evils; and men ſuffering them 
to paſs free, it is impoſſible, thar 
God ſhould ler them go unpu- 
niſhed, 

But as thoſe Servants ſaid, ſo 
ſome do object, Did not the Loyd 
ſew good ſeed ip his field ? MS is 
to T? Uifana; Did not he make 
Mankind without theſe. heavie 
burdens? The golden age, when 
gold was in the Non-age, Spozte 
ſua ſine lege, without conſtraint or 
fear, crowned the World with fi- 
delity, love, and equity, Why then 
do we labour under penal Statutes, 
xnigmatical Ads, legal Labyrinths, 
and coftly Grievances > Here is a 
long entail of humane miſeries, an- 
nexed to this leading Cauſe ; If 
one man ſin againſt another , ihe 
Fudge ſball judge him, 

To this we may reply, as a cer- 
tan 
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rain Judge once ſaid to a railing 
MalefaQor, Tell me not what I have 
been , but tell me what 1 am. Or, 
take the words of our Saviour for 
a full anſwer, 'E:4& ardgun&: mim 
exbmorw, The envious man , or the 
envious Devil in the man,bath done 
this, And now, Inequalitas,que 4c- St. Aug. 
ceſſit ex witiq, eft ordintta ex Dei Ser.5.ad 
judicio: That inequality, which fratres 
came by man's fault, is ordered by *? __” 
the judgment of God to puniſh 
and prevent faults; By one wan 
fin entred into the world + Put af- 
ter one man had ſinned againſt 
God, it. was, not long before one 
man ſinned againſt another : And 
great necd of Magiſtrates there was 
.1n Earth, to keep the peace of the 
King of Heaven. Theft in Adam, 
begat Murther in Cain ; Actas pa- 
rentumy pejor Avs, Andthe carth, 
ſcarce filled with Men , was filled 
with Violence : ſo that the Hea- 
vens were conſtrained to make 
| Hue 
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Hue and Cry , to weep day and 
night to raiſe a deluge to waſh 
away the ſins with the ſinners. 
Thoſe primitive Giants were 
not more monſtrous in their. di- 
men{ions, than in their diſpoſitions; 
as formidable for quality, as quan- 
tity; prodigious Tyrants , whoſe 
will was their law; like ſavage 
Beaſts, inſtigated to do wrong, by 
reaſon of their torce 3 but not 1n- 
duced to do right, by force of rea- 
ſon : whoſe dire Cataſtrophe dotih 
tell poſterity, that the violation of 


ordinary Juſtice among Men will 


inferr an extraordinary Judgment 
from the Lord. 
An early. Pulwatk therefore a- 
gainſt all injurious invaſion did the 
ord raiſe about his cboſen people; 
when as they were but Eccleſia con- 
ſtituenaa: their ſtate Civil and Ec- 
cleſtaſtick being in the ſwadling 
cloaths. He not only gave Moſes a 
warrant dormant to be ſerved in 
Canaan, 
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Canaas, {aying, Fudges and officers Deur, 
alt thow make thee in all thy gates 16, 18. 


which the Lord thy God giveth thee 


througrhout thy tribes : and they ſhall 


judge the people with juſt judemens. 


But whileſt they were in the wil- 


derneſs, by Fethro's counſel, Moſes 


choice, and by the dire&ion of 


God's {pirir, there were Rulers of Exod. 


thouſands, Rulers of hundreds, Ru- 18. 25. 


lers of fifties, and Rulers of tens, 
And they judged the people at all 


ſeaſons ; the hard canſes they broaght 


unto Moſes,” but every ſmall matter 
they jadzed themſelves. Which in 
efic& were as the King,and his Mi- 
niſters, Judges in ſeveral courts, and 
Juſtices of the peace in their diviſi- 
ons: And all to this intent and pur- 


pole, that abuſes might be rectified, 


inconveniences prevented,and con- 
rentions ſuppreſſed. - 

And now, Icantot but admire, 
how thoſe 1ſraelites, In ſtars quo, 
could find cauſes to trouble them- 


ſets *, 
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ſelves, and ſo many Judges: And 
that which heightens the. admirati- 
on is, There was never an old ex- 
perienc'd Cauſe-driver,or Solicitor 
among them, to teach them the 
myftical art of wrangling, Poor 
ſlaves ! They were new gotten out 
of bondage , and they were in a 
deſert place z where was no title 
for houſe or ground. They neither 
ſowed nor reaped 4 and fo no treſ- 
paſs for that neither, Their meat, 
114 manner, dropt into their mouth 
from Heaven, All occaſion of 
worldly care and trouble was far 
from them. They had nothing to 
do, bur to ſerve God, and be 
thankful, to cat, and drink, and ſay 
their prayers. 

And ſurely thoſe men are highly 
obliged to excell in Virtue and 
Goodneſs, who abound in Tran- 
quillity and ourward Bleſſings: ſach 
as live © uanggar vieus ( as Plato 


ſpeaks of the Philoſophers) 4» the 


Iſlands 


_- 
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Iſlands of the Bleſſed. They are the Plato 7: 
more immediately dire&ed to look de Rep. 
unto heaveh, who have leſs than 
others to do with the earth. 
But ſuch is Man's fin and miſe- 
ry, that -he learns the praffick of 
Vice, before the theory of Virtue, 
Sponte ſumus mali, There arc Men- 
Porcupines, alwayes up in armes, 
full of darts and ſpears. - For one 
Nathaniel, a true Iſraclite indeed, 
in whom is uo zuile 5 we may be- 
hold many an 1ſhmael, whoſe hand 
is againſt every man. . Too many, 
like thoſe, 1ſraelites , ſow diſcord 
among. the ſtones, they plough in 
malice, and harrow .n {pighr ; and 
the ground that is fit to bear no- 
thing but: Larks, they will make it 
bear Adions: Like'Cocks, they 
ſcrape a quarrel owt of a dunghil ; 
firſt they pick at the ground , and 
then pick . out one anothers eyes. 
_ Ir was.a.flender gccalion_ (I be- 
lieve, if: it could be proved) abgur 
H which 
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Rrove with the- Man of 7ſrael,' and 
blaſphemed, and curſed, We have 
too many who blaſpheme;and curſe, 
with a little provocation : But how 
light ſoever the beginning of that 
Arife was,the end was heavy for the 
blaſphemer was ſtoned to death, at 
the commandement of the Lord. And 
God grant,that Magiſtrates may pu- 

niſh theſe kind of Crimes, leſt the 

wrath of the Lord break in upon us, 

Here is Man againſt Man, Y:r 


contra fratrem ; {o runthe text in 


terms indefinite: which makes the 
rule general , Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf: . And'accor- 
ding to our Saviours Comment, 
Omni homo onnt how-int proximus. 
Beth -as to parties and fa&t, the 
Caſe is ſtated in univerſal terms, 
againſt all manner of treſpaſs or 

1nJury, WED | 
Not that we ſhould in opinion 
be Stoicks, and hold all fins equal 
| | EA 
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and ſay wigh Tharafins , Tdem eff 
erraye in magnis & parvis. Ma- 
giſtrates muſt not, like Levellers, 
make Perſons and Cauſes all of a 
ſize ; bur uphold ſuch an indifle- 
rency, as in puniſhing delinquents 
excludes partiality, 1f one man ſin 
againſt another , whether great or 
{mall, rich or poor : If Achitephet 2 Sam. 
chict Privy Counſellor, and for pro- 77-23- 
foundneſs an Oracle, be a Traytor; 
unleſs he dyeth 'a felos de ſe, let him 
die by the hand of Juſtice. If Foab, 1 Kings 
Captain of the hoſt, ſhall premedi- 2+31- 
rats Murther, give the private ſtab, 
and ſhed the blood of Warr in the 
time of Peace : in the name of God 
ler him find no Sanctuary; no, 
though he flees to the Horns of the 
Altar : a better ſacrifice cannot be 
offered unto the Lord, than-ſuch 
a great fat beaft,a high and mighty 
MalefaQtor. If Man, who ſhould 
be a God to do good to his bro- 
ther, proves 2 Dcvil incarnate : If 

H 2 he 
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he bears Benjamiy's Coat of Armes 
in his actions, .a WErne Wn 
{poiling the - poor, and © 
3 ah ag then ſcrve IE Tot 
ſerved ſuch when he was in power, 
make him an example, and make 
him give ſatisfation ; that he may 
neither have joy in the miſchief he 
hath done, nor power, nor encou- 
ragement to do any more. All 
which he compendiouſly expreſſed 
in theſe words, 1 brake the jaws of 
the wicked, and I plucked the ſpoils 
out of hi teeth. Let him be who 
he will, if he be'a Subject, ler ryan 
live as becometh: a Subject : It he 
think not himſelf roo good to of- 
fend, he muſt not be thought roo 
g00d to be puniſhed : Te ſhall nor 
reſpect perſons in judgment, 

his eeamanie, Reſpeft, or 
Acceptance: of perſons; Adering 
the face of men (asthe Hebrew hath 
it) 15 frequently decried in Scrip- 


\ ture: Howbett in ſpecial Caſes , 


and 


at the Afices at Norwich, 10x 


and pleas of Jultice,God himſelf ac- 
cepteth rhe perſons of his ſervanes ; 

and according tothe dignity and vir- 

rue with which he hath indued them, 

doth he judge and avenge the 'in- 
juries-put upon them; VVhich man- 

ner of proceeding. is a ſufficient 
direftion and warrant for his Vice- 
gerents, to right the wrongs of 
Honourable perſons, with a more 
ſevere animadverſion', upon inſo- 

lent offenders Why :were ye 20t Numb. 
afraid to ſpeak againſt my. ſervant 12. 8. 
Moſes ? ſaid the Lord to Aaron 

and Miriam : and beſides, Miriam 
ſuffered the corporal puniſhment 

of a Leproſie , :and; the ſpiritual 
cenſure of a weeks Excommunica- 

tion, ' The. cen{orious Friends » of 

Fob are ſent by: God unto” 2b., 

that he might be their "Prieſt and _ 
Interceſſor ; My ſervant Fob ſhall 19> lalt i 
pray for yon, for him'will 1 accept. © 
Baanah and Rhecab tor murthering 2 Sam 4. 
1/hbeſheth; their Prince and Maſter, a t. 
H3 were 
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were both executed, and their hands 
and feet hanged. up ix terrorem , 
over the pool in Hebron, And 
Bigthan and Ter«ſh, not for aQting, 
. but for plotting againſt Ahaznerss, 
were both hanged on a tree. And 
for the Servant to kill the Maſter, 
or the Wife the Husband, is by 
the Law aggravated with the 4a 
of Petty Treaſon. Briefly then; ſuch 
a reſpeR, and acceptance of Men 
is condemned, as contrary to the 
merit of the- cauſe, favoureth one 
party, to the injury of 'ano- 
ther ; when men are looked upon 
in judgment, according to the quau- 
tity of their fortunes, and not after 
the quality of their fats: and ſo 
their offences (are indemnified--for 
ſecular advantages. 

But we ought to know, that the 
faults of men riſe in degree: of 


guilt, proportionably to their de- 
rees of Greatneſs and ſo by con- 

equence are capable of leſs in- 
| dulgence 
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Inferiors; Galba cauſed a croſs to Snergr. 


be erected much higher than others, 
and to be gilded and painted ; and 
on this : he Executed the Roman 


I | 


Guardian, who had poyſoned the - 


Orphan his Pupil: thar his puniſb- 
ment, like his crime, might be made 
the more conſpicuous. So , for 
them that are High and Noble 
in their extrations , but High- 
baſe in their aQions , - Henour able 
and Right Honourable Traytors 
and Rebels, Worſhipful and Right 
Worſhipful Thieves and Murthe- 
rers, I wiſh them the favour and 
privilege of being fettered in chains 
of their ill gotten gold, and hanged 
in filk skarfs and garters. David 
taking Nathan's parable.-in the lit- 
teral ſenſe , condemned the rich 
man to ſuffer both in -body and.in 
g00ds :* As the Lord liveth, the man 
that hath done this thing, fhall ſures 
ly ale And he ſhall reftore the Lamb 
H 4 four- 
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fourfold, becauſe he did this thing, 
and becauje be had no pity, What 
need a Rich man be a Thief? 
Though the poor Thieves cannot 


be juſtified; yer alas, their igno-. 
rance and rudeneſs, wherein they 


have been bred and ,nuzled, and 
that duram'telum, the ſharpe goad 
of Want, with which they are cx- 


timulated 3 theſe things extenuate: 


their offences, when they are laid 


in the ballance, and compared with 


the fins of other men;whoſe inge- 


nuous education, plentiful fortunes, 


and good parts, natural and artifici- 


al , promiſe better thivgs/ t6 Gad. 


and their Countrey. Sois the Judg- 


ment of God, To whom much © 


given, of him-much ſhall be requi- 


red :. S0 ought we to. judge in our, 


ſelves: And 1 humbly conceive, 

when one nian 'fins againſ# another, 

with theſe conſiderations, the Fudge 
ſhoald judge: bim. ILY 

Three Gayſes look big.in God's 

ns fghr, 
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fight, the Strangers, the Fatherleſs, 
andthe Widows. Theſe he hath nor 
only.entred into! his book, bur alſo 
inſerted them into ' his Commina- 
tion 3 and they are art this day a 


part of our own, Curſed be be that Dear, 
perverteth the - judgment » of - the 27. 19. 


ſtranger fatherleſs, and widow : And 
all the people ſhall ſay, Amen, Ye 
have heard of curfing by Bell, Book, 
and -Candle, and; here ye {ce what 
itis, and who are. ſo. accurled ; 
even they- that wrong the Stranger, 
the Fatherlefſs, and the VVidow. 
Firfl, the Lewvites on Mount Ebat 
were the Bell, io. ring it in the cars 
of the people, Secondly, they: arc 
curſed in God's Book in -many 
places. And Thirdly, the light. of 


natare, which,is. the candle of the: 


inward man, that condemns them, 
They are curſed from the Lord , 
curſed by the Prieſts, and curſed 
by all the people; if any owe . man 
fin againſt any other, the Fugge ſhalt 

; Judze 
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judge him: therefore if a man fin 
againſt the Stranger, Fatherleſs,;and 
Widow ; let him be puniſhed by 
the Judge, and let none intreat for 
him. 

Many wayes doth one man fin 
againſt againſt another : Some fin 


againſt the ſouls of their brethren, 


. nmlorres dv Thy awid\o, wounding 


their conſciences; ſcandalizing and 
grieving ſome, and cortupting 0- 
thers with their -lewd Converlſati- 
on. Some wrong their Neighbours 
in body and life, as by Murther , 
cruel beating, evilintreating : Some 
wrong them in their goods, by 
fraud 'or 'violence 3 and others {in 


_ againſt their Neighbours -good 


1) F al Th efts, 


name, by calumny or falſe accuſa- 
tion, All which are condemned 
by God, and appointed ro be pu- 
niſhed by his Magiſtrates and Sub- 
ſtitures. | 
And ſo from the Hyporbeſis of 
Fat , I come to the Theſs - of 
| Right, 
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Right ,* The Fudge ſpall Fudge 


bim. 

The perſon, ro whom Matters 
are referred for deciſion , is the 
Judge : And his office is to Judge 
uprightly- between man and man, 
according to the law of God, and 
the. laws of the Land. Fudex. eft lex 
loquens, & lex eft Fudex mutus- 
His declarative breath..gives it, a 
previous diſpoſition.: But it ts the 
adminiſtration of Juſtice,that makes 
it live and floariſh. 

Judges and Magiſtrates ſhould 
not fit on the deve of Juſtice, as 
the Phariſees ſate on the ſear of 
Moſes; with a | Dicunt enim & 
nor facinnt } Eli - went as far.as 
1&4 dicere, but he fell ſhort of j«s 
facere. He told his wicked Sons 
of their faults, and cauſed them 10 
hear the Law ; but he did - not 
make them fec] it: and therefore 
his own. words are upon record a- 
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another , the Fudge ſhall Fudge 


bim. 
Nor muſt Magiſtrates be whbited 


| Acts 23. walls, like Ananias, ſitting tojudge 
' men according 


to the Law; and 
commanding "to be ſmitten contrary 
to the Law. Idem Fudex & Aras 
A Judge ſhould: be 'as an Altar, 
to give the poor afflicted ſoul re- 
lict and comfort. The «<£thiepians 
are ſaid of old to chuſe their Ma- 


© Ar. pol. giſtrates, 9 whed®- 2 x7! 999%, by 


4 lib.4.ca, height of ſtature, and beauty of face : 


= 4: 


as fancying ſuch perſons molt like 
the Deity, and fo 'deligned by na- 
ture, for Rule and dignity. But the 
truth 1s, howſoever they appear in 
Complexion, 'or Features, 'yer, in 
Virtue and Knowledge, Grace and 
Goodneſs, they ought to excel, and 
ſhine above others. A good Ma- 
giſtrate is as the Sun in the firma- 
ment, whoſe powerful influence 
giveth light and life ; at whoſe ap- 
proach innocent creatures rejoyce, 
and 
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and beaſts of prey hide themlſclves, 
. In a word, a good Judge is like the / 
Law ; bonts Kegula, mals Pena: 


He is 4 1ewarder of them that do Rym.r;,, 


wel, and a terrour to them that do 4, 
evil, He is Miniſter Dei ibs in 
bonum. 

Manifold are the bleſſings of God 
upon a people by Judges and Ma- 
giftrates. Were it not for this de- 
fence, a flood-gate of violence 
Fould be opened upon us, Had 
we no Judges, we ſhould all be 
Judges; all Apoſtles 3 all Prophets : 
Every man his own Revenger, and 
his brothers Executioner, Many 
Commanders loſt Cariay a ſwarm 
of Phyſicians undid Ceſar z and we 
know the effects of a tumultuous 
Reformation. That Carmey inter- 
calare, {o oft repeated in the Book 
of the Fudges, doth tell us, that 
when every man aoth that which is 
right in his own eyes , not one of 4 
thonſand doth that which ts vight in 
the 


Gen. 34, 


& Jn, 1, 
| 20, 
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the ſight of God, What man would 
ſet bounds to his own defires > who 
would be moderate'in demanding 
ſatisfaRion for offences? We ſhould 
have the mad reſults of Rehoboam's 
young Counſellors: And the little 
finger of private vengeance would 
be heavier than the loyns of com- 
mon Juſtice. | 
This is eafie to conceive by the 
Maſſacre committed by Simeon an 
Levi upon the Sichemites ; ang that 
after the tender, and ſeeming ac- 
reprance of all poſſible ſatisfaCion. 
They foreſware themſelves by the 
holy Sacrament 3 and flew man, 
woman, and child , the innocenr 
as well as the guilty. Curſed be all 
fuch anger, tor it is fierce ; And 
{uch wrath, for it is cruel. The wrath 
of man worketh not the righteouſneſs 
of God, And if one Tyrant be a 
plague to the world 3 wbat would 
Ir be to live iti the midſt of a world 
of Tyrarts ? 
And 


\ 
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And as Ariſtides his death moſk actian, 
of all grieved him, becauſe it came 
by the bite of a weazel ; ſo the Ty- 
ranny of the moſt infamous rabble 
would be moſt intolerable. God 2 Thef, 
deliver us from unreaſonable wicked 3. 2. 
men, The Locuſts were worſe than Exoe, 
the Fire and Hail : for they de- 10. 15. 
ſtroyed what the other ſpared ; and 
left no green thing, Humils cum 
ſurzit in altum ; _—_ baſe ſpirits 
get power, there is no mercy with 
them. 4 poor man that oppreſſeth Pro, 28. 
the poor, ts like a ſweeping rain that 3. 
leaveth no food, All theſe miſchicts 
and inconveniencies are by the 
mercy of God happily prevented ; 
according to the tenour of the text, 
If one man ſin againfs another, the 
Judge ſhall judge him. 

Ir is true indeed, every Conve- 
nience hath ſome Inconvenience ; 
as pleaſure and grief, though they 
never. agree together, are never 
far aſunder, In Courts of Judica- 


rure 


II2 


Eccl. 3. 
I6, 


Ter. 28. 
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ture many times there is oppreſſian, 


fraud, connivance, and palliation, 
It is one of Solowep's obſervations ; 
1 ſaw *nder the Sun, the place of 
Fudzment,that wickedneſs was there: 
4nd the place of righteouſneſs, that 
iniquity. was there, Nevertheleſs, 
he teacherh us to reſt in Gods ap- 
pointment, and to wait with pati- 
ence.: and not to abhorre his ſacred 
ordinances , becauſe of Men's faj- 
lings, 1ſaid in mine heart, God ſhall 
Judge beth the righteour aud the wic- 
hed. The purſuit of irregular Re- 
medies is worſe than the Maladies ; 
and the ifſue is ever like that of 
Hannaniab's falle prophefie : the 
People break off their wooden 
yokes, | but pull upon their necks 
yokes of iron, Thus while they 
ſtrive againſt the rule in'the former 
part of the text,. they fall under the 
danger of the latter, IROB 
And ſo we come to the ſecond 
part ; the cauſe between God and 
| Man; 
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Man; or, the extraordinary mif- 
chief beyond humane help or rete- 
dy. But if a man fin againſt the 
Lord,who ſhall intreat for him ? And 
here are Peccarum & Periculum. 
The treſpaſs; 1f a man ſin againſt 
the Lord : the danger, who ſhall in- 
treat for bim ? | 
But if a man ſin againſt the Lord, ' "<4 

And there & no man that ſinneth 
wot: ſaith Solomon in his prayer. 
I Kings 8, 46, Let the old Monk 
Pelagius, now revived and new 
dreſſed in a ſ{elf-conceited SeR, tell 
us what he will to the contrary 3 fx Joh, x, 
we ſay that we have no ſin, we de- 8, 10, 
ceive our ſelves and the truth #s wo; 
inw, If we ſay, that we have not 
ſinned, we make God 4 lyary, and 
his word ts not 1s us, iigepringwts, x, 
ducgrier $50, we have had fin tran- 
flent and emanent; and we have 

fin remanent and inhazrent. Both 
which truths are confeſſed in the 
perſonof the Church, by that be- 

} loved 
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loved diſciple , who laid his head 


in his Maſters boſom 3 and leaned 


not unto. his own underſtanding. 
And yet let the rigid Novatae, 

With his affeed C atharifts, uncha- 
ritably abridge the mercy of God : 
this is a comfortable truth, pexi- 


rentia eſt ſecunda tabula poſt nan- | 
fragium ; repentance is the happy | 
plank after a wreck z upon which, | 


poor weather-beaten ſouls, after 


many tempeſts, eſcape ſafe: AsPÞ 
A. 27. St, Paul and his company did at the | 


Ifle of Maits, Which Meditation 
ſerverth to make us ſteer an even Þ 


courſe, berween the Scylla of pre- 


ſumption, and the Chargbau of de-Þ 


NT, nes » DANY | 


ſperation; according to the Card 
and Compals of that heavenly Pi-F 


1 Joh.2, lot: My little Children, theſe things / 
write unto you,that ye fin not; And if 


any.min ſin, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, FeſwChriſt the 
righteow : And he i the propitt- 
ation for our ſins; and 10t for oars 
only 
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only, but alſo for the ſins of the whole 


world. 

On carth the poor man is caſt 
with a Ni#hil dicit z becauſe he 
cannor adminiſter to his Advocate, 
as the Phyſician doth to his Pati- 
ent, per pondus oF menſuram ; He 
wants the Silver key of feeling 
knowledge ; which opens the pow- 
erful door of utterance, and is the 
only means to remove obſtructions, 


and objeQions :. for mony anſwers Eccl.10, 
all thizgs, Therefore the poor & 19. 
hated of his neighbour ; while the Pro. 14. 
rich hath many friends. But though 29. 


it be thus here below ; yet, God be 
praiſed, we have an Advocarte, and 
the beſt of Advocates: And (if s 
man ſin againſt the Lord) he, being 
humbly intrcated, will appear for 
him. 

There are ſome perſons, who 
would have the Magiſtrates only 
meddle with the treſpaſles between 
man and man 3 bur as for divine 

12 matters, 


Is 
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matters, the Worſhip and Service 
of God 3 whether men come to 
S$hilsh, or not > or,how they come >? 
or, how they behave themſelves 
there? Into theſe things they would 
have the Magiſtrates make no in- 
ſpeion, 

But good Chriſtian brethren , 
conſider, that when God gave his 
Commandments on Mount S7nat, 
he delivered both the Tables into 
Moſes his hands z which Tables 
howſoever diſtinguiſbed in ſpecu- 
lation of duty : yet as to the pra- 
Rick, they are both commited to 
his Authority. The Magiſtrate 15 
Cuſtos utrinſque tabule 3, to defend 
and maintain both God's honour, 


: Tim, and Man's right, The Law & made 
1.9,10- to curb the lawleſs and diſobedient ; 


to puniſh all manner of offenders : if 
there be axy thing that ts contrary 


10 ſound doftrize, The Magiſtrate 


Rom, 13, beareth the Sword, and he bearerh 


4. 


it net iz vain. He muſt firike atthe 
WOr ES 
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works of the fleſh ; among(t which 


are Seditions and Hereſits, So they Gil. 5. 
are ranged by St, Paul; who very 29. 


well underſtood, how the Church 
was like to be patched and pieced 
by Alexander the Copper-{mith, 
and the reſt ofthe beaſts at Epheſwe, 
The honour and glory of God, the 
| beawy and ſplendor of his worſhip 
and fervice, muſt be the utmoſt 
glery of the Rulers of the people. 
When Hephni and Phinthas the 
Sons, and Eli the Father, were 
_ threatned by God, for their defteas 
in this reſpe&; they had nothiug 
to ſay for themſelves, The queſtion 
iS not who ſhall judge ſach perſons ? 
Bur, Who ſhall zntreat for them ? 
Now though it be true, that vir- 
tues have their connexion, as vices 
have their concatenation ; {o that 
to break one ſacred link, breaks 
the whole band of duty ; according 


to that of Sr, Famts, Wheſoever Tam.+. 
offends in one point is guilty of all z, 19, 


I 3 by 
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by which rule he that fins againſt 
Man, fins alſo againft God, who 
hath forbidden it," Yet there are 
ſome offences more eſpecially cal- 
led fins againſt God ; as being of 
{o heinous a nature, that they fall 
under the damage of an admirable 
difficulty (if not an impoſſibility) of 
finding remiſſion, And indeed the 
concluſion of Eli's admonition to 
his ſons doth ſound much of defpe- 
ration : But if a man fin againſt God 
who ſhall intreat for him ? 

Let us look therefore into their 


grand enormities, that we may. 


dercſt their praQtices, and avoid 
their puniſhments, They are accu- 
ſed of rapine z- that, not content 
with the large portion God aſſigned 
them, they violently ſeized on 
things not pertaining tothem, And 
this their Luſt became a Law ; 
their ſin began to plead preſcriprti- 
on; and wicked cuſtom devoured 
Gods ſacred inſtitution, The Prirffs 

| cuſtom 


” *a, 
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cuſlom with the people was , that 1 Sim. », 
when 2ny man offered ſacrifice, the 13,14: 


Prieſts ſervant came, while the fleſh 
was in ſeething, with a fleſh-hook of 
three teeth in his hand, And he 
| ſtrook it into the pan, or ketile, or 
caldron,or pot : all that the fleſh-hook 


brought up, the Prieſt took ifor him-- 


elf. 


or too heavy, 


Bur God had ſet them out their. 
parts and dues, otherwiſe ample and; 


honourable ; the firſt fruits,the beſt 
of the Wine, of the Oyl, and of the 
Wheat, the firſtlings of the flocks, 
and herds ; and in other ſacrifices, 


the Wave-breaſt, and the Heave- 


They had their ſharking Officers; 
with. whom all was -fiſh that came: 
to net, al fleſh went, to pot 5; 
like Neptuae, With his trident, they 
{ ſtrook at all, through fire -and was-; 
ter for gain; and that which eſcaped 
their fingers, muſt be either too hot: 


Numb, 


ſhoulder :' They had their table of 3: 


I 4 fces 
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fees in a golden mean , that they 


might neither be arbitrary in their | 


exaQions , nor beggerly and con- 
remptible in their place and office, 
Bur theſe wicked men receded from 
God's appointment , omitting by 
chance the pieces they ſhould have 
taken, and de induſtria, taking thoſe 
they ſhould have let alone ; like 
thoſe Prieſts, who let their proper 
Charge flip out of their hand, that 
they may catch at a greater Living: 
or, like thoſe men of the Law, who 
ina juſt cauſe refuſe a due fee z 
but in a bad one, ſwallow a vaſt 
bribe. ; 
And as they robted the people 
of the fleſh, ſo they robbed Godof 
all the fat , which he had wholly 
reſervedunto himſelf, and firicly 
interdited unto the 7ſraelites : 


Levit. 3, 41 thefat is tbe Lords, it ſhall be 


36. 


4 perpetual ftature for your genera- 
3Joxs ; Bur their ſervant took it v4 
7 arm : Thow ſhalt give it me now 

(ſaid 
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(ſaid he) and if nor, 1 will rake it 1 Sam. | 
by. force. Wherefore, their ſon was 2.16,17, 'F 
very great before” the Lord ;, for 'F 
men abborred the effering of the 
Lord, Ye may be ſure, when things 
grew to this height of impiety, the 
Sacrifices were few ; and thoſe that 
were, were performed with {mall : 
devorion. 

Where, beſides; the diſhonour 
done to God, great was the injury 
done to the poor inferior Lewites, 
tothe Widows, Fatherleſs,and ftran- Der. 's 
gers, and to the many Men ſer- '4. lait.. iP 
wants and Maid {ervants in Iſratl x ; 
All which by God's appointment: 
ſhouldhave far'd well, and rejeyeed Der. 
before the Lard, at their' ſolemn: 16.11. 
Feſtivals. Whereas, now (ut is & 14- 
like ) they did in their very hearts: 
curſe the times, the oblations, and 
their Rulers, If one man ſin againſt 
another, the Fudge jball judge him : 
But if men thus: {iv againft the 
Lord , who ſhallintreat for thews ? 

Theſe 
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Theſe wanton Beaſts, thus pam- 
per'd and grown far, kicked againſt 
their Maker; and had (Q horrid !) 
their troops of harlots, even before 
the door of the Tabernacle. The 
houſe of God was made a den 
of Thieves, a cage of unclean 
birds, a market where ungracious 
wretches bought fleſh for their 
luſts, by ſelling themſelves ro work 
wickedneſs. | 

'And now may we ſay of this Fhz- 
nehas the fon of Eli, Heu quantum 
diftabat ab illo, from that Phinehas, 


the ſon of EleaQer ! He flew Zimrz 


and Cob in the a& of their {in ; 
But this aRed the part of Zimri, 
and made CoF bies of the daughters 
of 1ſrael, He turned away the wrath 


of God by doing Juſtice : but this, 


by perverting judgment, brought 
the wrath of God upon the people. 
He obrained a bleffing for his ſeed ; 
bur this man a curſe and an extir- 
pation, "Thus may we {ce that Sa- 

criledge 
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criledge goes not alone ; bur is 
a Beelzebub of fins and vices: ha- 
ving commonly a Legion of Devils 
within it s which makes the pol- 
ſefled, like the Gadaren's (wine; 
run violently down ſteep places,and 
periſh-ix profunds. 

Theſe incorrigible oftende s met 
with the heavier puniſhment from 
God, becauſe they» received none 
from Man. They had the Law.in 
their own hand. Their Father was 
the Judge ofthe Land. The people 
complained, bur to. no purpoſe. He 
could not ſay as the Romans, Non 
liquet ; or as we, Jenorawm, We 
know it not. 1 hear of your evil dea- 
lings: (ſaid he) by all this people : 
Nay, 'my ſons, for it is no good re- 
port, But for all this he: proceeded 
not to puniſh them. He did not fo 
much as depoſe, degrade, or fuſ- 
pend them ftrom.their oftice. Alas! 
Itis in. vain to tell men of rheir re- 
putation, and te ſpeech of the 

people z 
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2 Pericts- 
1um, 


. 4 Sermon preached 


people ; when they have caſt off 
the fear of the Lord. Magiſtrates 
muſt nor uſe ſuch weak arguments 
with ſtrong thieves, 'He ſhould have 
made them a publick example of 


Juſtice, as they made their crimes. | 


publick and notorious, Facile in- 
demnity is but pearls caſt among 
ſwine. Where Authority is afraid, 
or aſhamed to puniſh fin 4 there 


men grow bold to fin by Authority, | 


And while offenders are ſecured 
fromthe judgment of Man ; they 
ſuddenly periſh 'by ſome heavie 
Judgment from the Lotd, 

And ſo we are brought to ſpeak 
of the danger : who ſhall intreat for 
bim ? And ſhall theſe potent: per- 


{ons now be non-fuited> They,whio | 


are wont to carry on their votes 
nemine conradicente ; They, who 
command the treaſures of the Pro- 
vinces 3 Shall not they be ableto 
procure Counſellor, or Solicitor in 
their cauſe > Ye know the old 
| ranting 


a, 
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ranting reſolution, Fledere ſo ne- 
qgueo ſuperos, &c. For Money any 
Caule will find defence in this 
World, from ſome or other : yea, 
ſome like Phocion will chuſe tro un- Put. 
deriake a bad Cauſe , as though 
they thought a good one needed 
not, It was madly ſpoken of him 
who ſaid, 1f his Adverſary remo- 
ved the cauſe to hell, he had gotten 

4 man ſhould fellow it. Sed Alind St. Ang. 


eſt. ridere, Aliad eſt widere; It is Cont. I. jo 
one thing to mock and deſpiſe , 7'+©+12+ op 


but it is another thing to be 
wile. 

And. who indeed ſhall intreat 
for a notorious evil man > God 
as well conſiders the quality of the 
Advocate, as of the Client, A ſub- 
tile wicked man there, to plead for 
us, will do more hurt than good ; 
ſo that with Grawius , we ſhall 
need togive him ſomething to take 
away his voice. Nam ſatis eft per- Bruſon. 
dere 'mocem, quam reum ; For bet- 
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ter he be dumb, than we be damn'd. 
And as for the. Holy Angels, they 
are faithful for the King of Heaven : 
And will never be againſt their 
Lord and Maſter , for any Male- 
fator. And to which of the Saints 
ſhall a man turn himſelf in this 
caſe > were it poſſible to come to 
St. Peter, and offer him filver and 

old ( of which he here ſaid thar 

e had none ) he would ſay, as he 
did to ::mm Magns, Thy money 
periſh with thee, St, Pant would ſay, 
1 have coveted no may's ſilver, or 


. geld, or apparel, St. F6hn would 


ſay, Love not the world , nor the 
things that are in the world, Yea, 
they would all ſay with Fehoſaphat, 


There is no iniquity with the Lord | 


ww" OI CONOCAISG AF OO og WE PEERS WII, OUR” WR AR > HI 


our God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor | 


taking of gifts. Alas ! There is no 
pleading, Nor eſt fatuw ;nor, Juſti- 
fication, All that we poor ſinners 
can do, is to deſire mitigation of 
Damages 3; Demine me in furore, 

&Cc, 
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&c] Lord reprove me not in thy pq1. 6, 
wrath; neither chaſten me in thy 
hot diſpleaſure, &e, 
Mercy : Miſerere Dews, &c. And Pj. 
plead thow my cauſe, O LORD, 
GCCs 
How deſperate their condition 
is, who flatter themſelves before 
tryal , and make fair of a foul 
cauſez we may fee in Hophni and 
Phinehas, who both fell in one day, 
and thirty thouſand with them. 
The Ark of God was taken , the 
news whereof caſt El: from his 
ſcat, and brought his gray hairs 
with ſorrow to the grave. Phine- 
bas his wite fell ſuddenly in labour ; 
and though he bare the Childe , 
yet ſhe was not able to bear the 
grict (he had conceived : The glory 1 Sam,4. 
is departed from Iſrael ( ſaid ſhe ) lat. 
for the Ark of God #« taken, Thus 
the many thouſands in 7ſrael, all 
ſorts, Man, Woman, and Childe, 
from old Eli, who was ninety and 
eight 
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cight, unto the Infant that was.new 
born : All did rue the negle& of 
Juſtice and Judgment. | 


Thus have I gone through the 


parts of the Text, and am nowto | 


make Application tothe reſpeRive 
parties, Ve are this day a very 
great Afﬀlembly come up to Shileh, 
tothe houſe of God, and ſo torhe 
Sear of Judgment, The Lord make 
our way proſperous; and grant 
that there may be nothing of El:'s 
overſight, or remiflneſs; nor of 
Hopini and Phinehas their incor- 
rizible preſumptions : rhar where- 
'in one man {ins againſt another,the 


Judge may judge him ; and that 


none may {ſo highly ſin againſt the 
Lord, but that we may intreat for 
him. 

My Lords the Judges, and you 
the Magittrates, whom God hath 
dignified, and fet over the mulrti- 
tude, #t honos, ita ons, as it is your 

| Calling, 
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Calling, ſo is your charge. Ye are 
the unteigned Atlaſſes, who there- 
fore receive the Congregations that Pl. 75, 
ye may judge according unto right. 3. 
And becauſe the earth is weak, 
and the Inhabiters thercof ; ye are 
in God's ſtead, to bear up the pil- 
lars of it. Be good, and wiſe, for 
them that are otherwiſe z and by 
your authority reprove, diſcoun- 
renance, and puniſh thoſe who 
delight in miſchief; and pull miſery 
upon themſelves and others. Say 
wnro the fools, Deal not ſo madly; 
and to the ungodly, Set not up your 
horn, Deal as becometh you with 
the inſolent and rebellious, . For 
though God alone can take away 
their ungodlineſs; yer ye may do- 
very much in breaking the power 
of the ungodly, and malicious. 
I know (My Lords) that ye do 
ſo; I thank God for it : And in 
God's ſtead; I thank you for it. 
Only, I humbly beſcech you, _ 
of a 
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all the worthy Magiſtrates to a- 
bound more and more, Ir is bur- 
need, For the Ark and all Iſrael 
are at ſtake for Juſtice and Juds- 
ment 3 and in caſe of Non-perfor- 


mance { which God forbid ) we 
are like to fall once more into the 


\ Philiſtines hands, from whom late- 


ly, very miraculouſly we were de- 
livered. Currat Lex, ne pereat 
Grex : Let Juſtice be done for all; 
or elſe all will be undone for Ju- 
ſtice, 

And now (as we ſay) Dimidium 
fatti ,qui bene cepit, habert., That ye 
may make a right end, make a right 
beginning. Juſtice like Charity 
muſt begia ar home, For, howſo- 
ever the world reckon, he is not 
reftus in curia, Who is not redtwus 


in ſe. A Ruler (like Cato) ſhould 


be moſt ſevere to himſelf. For 1f 


he that judgeth others, doth the ſame 
things,he cannot eſcape the Fudgment 
of God. 


In 
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In the next place all Magiftrates 
muſt have a ſtri& haad upon their 
Children, Servants, Officers, Re- 
' lations, and Favorites, For, asthe 
Apoſtle argues in the caſe of a Bi- 
ſhop; If 4 man knew not how to 1 Tim.z, 
rule his own houſe, how fhall he take 5- 
care of the Church of God? So, if 
Magiſtrates will not do Juſtice in 
puniſhing thoſe tranſgreſſors, that 
are daily before their eyes z whar 
hope is there that they will be zea- 
lous of the publick good > Mime Pſa:1or. 
eyes look upon ſuch as are faithfull 8. 
in the Land, that they may dwell 
with me : (aith David, It was the 
ſaying of King Fames of Bleſled 
memory, that he would have Refor- 
nation begin at his own elbow. And 
the Great Judge' of Heaven and 
Earth, when he enters into Judg- 
ment, alwaies begins at hi own 1 Pet.4- 
Heuſe, and is moſt ftridt to his own *7- 
tamily; Tow only have 1 knewn of all Amos 3. 
the families of the earth : therefore 2. 
K 2 wel 
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will I puniſh you for all your inigui- 
ties, It will be your praiſe and glo- 
ry to be like the Lord in this: ſo 
ſhall ye purchaſe to your ſelves a 
good reward, and great boldneſs 
in the day of Jeſus Chriſt, The 
more near and dear unto you the 
perſons be that offend ; the more 
are ye concerned toſce their offen- 
ces puniſhed, Do not kill with 
kindneſs. Ir isthe greateſt cruelty, 
when men ſpare their friends tem- 


porally, but deſtroy them eternally. | 
And this was Eli's caſe with his | 


Children. 


And as the young Students in / 
the Schools of the Prophets, were | 


called the ſons of the Prophets ; and 
as the Greeks called: their Cand:- 


dates 1n that profeſſion (700 grads 


the ſons of the Phyſicians : So, Jud- 
ges and Magiſtrates are in a ſpecial 
manner fathers unto all ſubordi- 
nate Practicioners in the Law 3; 
who'e miſcarriages tolerated will 


redound 


aL. 


© 
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redonnd to the diſhonour of thoſe 
their civil Parents, He that finneth 
by Proxy againſt God and his peo- 
ple ſhall be puniſhed #2 perſona, 
Hophni and- Phinehas did not go 
with the Fork themſelves; nor, 
with their own fingers intercept the 
fat from God's Altar, Bur they had 
2 Steward, or Bayliffe, or Clark, or 
whar ye pleaſe to call him; one who 
did the buſineſs : And all is a Caſe 
with God ; the fin is laid to their 
charge. 

I am the more inſtant and urgent 
in this point ; becauſe I find that 
the fins of perſons in Authority are 
1 perſtringed by the Spirit of God; 
q acriori ftylo ;, they are noted with a 
blacker coal than other mens, The 
Errata's of the Prieſt, and of the 
Judge are texted in Capital lerters, 


The fin of Fudab, the Law-givers Jet. 17: 


tribe, & written with a pen of iron, 
and the point of a Diamond, And 
- the Lord fware, that the iniquity o 

| ks Els's 


0243 


I, 


T Sam, 
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Eli's houſe ſhould not be purged with 
ſacrifice nor offering fer ever, 


 Prov.a1,-. To oa Juſtice and Judgment is | 


3. wore acceptable unto the Lord than 
ſacrifice, Let neither fear nor affe- 
Qion therefore, neither male nor fe- 
male influence, pervert, or obſtru& 
Juſtice, Surely,the world was mad- 
ly governed, when that Grandee 
Themill, ſaid, That the Grecians ruled all the 
in Piut. world, and Athens raled Greece, and 
he raled Athens, and bus wife ruled 
him, ond hu boy ruled her, Indeed 
none are fit to rule others by the 
Law, but only ſuch as will not be 
ruled by any others to do contrary 
tothe Law, And ſuch (I hope in 
God) all the Magiſtrates here pre- 
{ent are, and will be. 

Be zealous, I beſeech you, in the 
vindication of God's honour , a- 
gainſt all them that kick at his Sa- 
crifice, and cauſe others to abhor 
his publick Worſhip and ſervice: 
Spare none that offend herein, mw: 

cher 


% 
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ther they be any lewd prophane 
Hophnies and Phineaſſes, or Sediti- 

ous Corahs, Dathans and Abirams: 

who, the more they pretend to be 

Saints, are the more Devils, Be a 

SanQuary for the Sanuary , and a 

defence for the houſe of the Lord ; 

that the Lord may be a Sanctuary 
and a defence for. you and yours : 

For the word that he ſpake unto 
Eli, he will for ever made good , 
Them that honor him, he will honor ; 
but they that deſpiſe him , ſhall be 
ligbtly eſteemed. 

O look with a tender eye upon 
the poor old widow, the Church 
our Mother ; ſo long and fo often 
oppreſſed, plunder'd, pillag'd , and 
( God knows how many wayes ) 
ill intreated : maintain the righe of 
thoſe Orphans her Miniſters, Alas ! 
where once the Church had the 
firſtlings i» ſpecie, and many a far 
and fair oblation; there now in 
many places the poor Prieſt ſcarce 


R 4 gets 
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oets the wave-breaſt, or the heave- 


ſhoulder, a piece, a ſnip by chance 
dropt out of the over-griping ta- 
lons of the Sacrilegious Court-kites, 
and Parafite-ſtock-Buzzards, Thar 
little chey have therefore, they had 
need have with much quiet; great 
ſtrife being too dear a price for a 


dinner of herbs, or a dry morſel. - 


It would be a fin, and a ſhame for 


the people to give them cauſe to. 
ſue and complain before you ; bur 


much greater in you, ſhould ye give 
them cauſe to complain of yon. 
For my part, I thank God, Mihz 
iſtic nes ſerttur, nes metitur ; lama 
perſon alrogerher unconcerned- in 
this affair, ſave only as Chriſtian 
duty, and this dayes ſervice oblig'd 
me to ſpeak my. conſcience. But I 
humbly. offer theſe things to your 


conſiderations, that 'by-your, awful | 
interpoſition, all occa{ion of diſcord 


being taken away, we may worſhip 
the Lord in the beauty of Holineſs, 
in 
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inthe unity of the Spirit, and inthe 


bond of peace. 

As for you ( Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren) whom God hath cal- 
led unto this ſacred funion, In the 
name of the Lord I beſcech.you , 
though other men ſhall be Harpyes, 
yer be not ye Hophnies : Give not 
the people cauſe rocomplainof you, 
cither for looſenefs of life , or vio- 
» lence in your dealings: Complain 
not ye for every cauſe , much lefs 
without a good cauſe, Seek nor for 
great things in this world ;' and by 
the wrong of other men ſeek nei- 
ther for great nor ſmall. Let the 
Motto of Aaron's Mytre be engra- 
ven in your hearts, and made legi- 
ble to rhe eyes of the world in your 


converſations | Holineſs tothe Lord] Exod. 
Caſt away the worldlings fork and 25. 36- 


rake, and betake you to your Pen 
and Book ; yea,to your prayers and 
tears : when Malecontents ſhall be 


found looſers by their gain of un- - 
god- 
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godlineſs, your godlineſs with con- 


tentment ſhall be your great gain. 
- Yeare the ſalt: of the earth, loſe 


not your ſavour 3 ye are the light 
of the world, be not children of 
darkneſs, 

Next, I defire the learned and ex- 
cellent Counſellors and Advocates 
to remember how they bear very 
high titles ; for our bleſſed Saviour is 
named wonderful,andCounſelor:and 
St, Fohy (peaks him our Advocate 
general, reſident with God the Fa- 
ther. Ye then who are Counſellors, 
whoſe profeſſion is obnoxious unto 
vulgar prejudice,pgive faithful coun- 
ſel unto the people, be inſtruments 
of peace and happineſs - and that 
will be wonderful. And ye that are 
Advocates incarth for men, be juſt 
in your praRtice ; and ye ſhall have 
Chriſt your Advocate in heaven. 


| But if any be otherwiſe minded, I 


2 King, 
5. 26, 


ſhall ſay to him as Zſha once to Ge- 
haXi,1s it a time roreceive mony and 


£#: 
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garments? 1s atime tO take bribes? 


to run greedily after filthy lucre? Is - 


it atime to uſe exaion and extor- 
tion , now when there 15 an odzu 
upon the profeſſion both of the Law 
and of the Goſpel? Is it a time 
when the Land is brought to fo 
great poverty, miſcry, and confuft- 
on, and when the heavy judgments 
of God are evidently impending > 
Whar is evil at all eimes, is worſt of 
all at ſuch a rime. 

As for the perſons appointed to 
ſerve upon the Grand Inqueſt, and 
for all other Jury-men, in caſes of 
Plea and Controverſie, or in mat- 
rers of lifeand death; To all and e- 
very of them I ſay in the words 


of Solomon, 1 counſel thee to keep Ecclef, 
the Kings Commandment , and that 8,2. 


in regard of the Oath of God; and 
ſand not in an evil thing. Make 
diligent ſearch for the Wore of 
the truth ; irik inſpefion into 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors 3 and as 


ye 
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ye find,ſo repreſent unto the Judge 


for his definitive ſentence. For ye 
are as harbingers to facilitate and 
prepare thc way for Juſtice. As ye 
hope to divert the Judgments of 
God from your ſelves, trom your 
families, and from the Nation 3 do 
all rhings without parrtiality , and 
without hypocrifie, Be zealous in 
the caſe of Murther : Let no inno- 
cent blood be ſhed by your wills ; 
neither let any perſon , who hath 
wilfully ſhed it, be ſpared by your 
means. The great God will call 
the greateſt of Men to an account 
for the Murther of the meaneſt ; for 
when be maketh inquiſetion for blood, 
he remembreth them, and forgetteth 
wot the complaint of the poor, We 
live in a bloody age, God help us ! 
This poor Nation, like the woman 
in the Goſpel, (and twice as long) 
hath been diſeaſed with an ifſue of 
blood : and ſome ſay, ( not out of 
faith, as ſhe did, bur out of finful 

_ pre- 


preſumption) it they can but touch 
the hem of Chriſt's garment, make 
a bare outfide profeſſion of Chri- 
ſianity, and with a kind of humilia- 
tion by friends procure the King's 
pardon, they ſhall be made whole. 
This ſanguinary plague now rageth 
amongſt perſons of high rank and 
quality: The more the fin, the 
ſhame, and the pity. VVheteas for- 
merly, a Gentleman was known by 

his Virtues, Gentleneſs, and Good- 
neſs; now orr the contrary, many 
prove themſelves Gentlemen , as 
Empericks and Quackſalvers be- 
come approved Phylicians, by kil- 
ling men with deſperate experi- 
ments, A lamentable conqueſt for 
a Gentleman to ftain his honour, 
defile his hands, and pollute his con- 
ſcience, with the blood of a poor 
naked man ; who (perhaps) was 
not uncivil, though the Gentleman 
thought him fo; or, (perhaps) was 
uncavil, becauſe he knew no better. 
Will 
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Will this hold good another day 
(think ye) before God's tribunal ? 
By what Law of God or Man> By 
what preſident doth God ſmite ſuch 
Gentlemen, ſo oft as they affront 
bim?> Doth he draw his Sword, 
and ftrike them with all his Power, 
when they blaſpheme his ſacred 
Attributes,or abuſe his holy Name > 
Then there ſhould neither need any 
Prie(k on carth to reprove them, 
nor Judge to judge them, 

I know nor what policy can be in 
this barbarous Violence. Should 
Club-law be made trump ( which 
God forbid, 25 in his word he doth 
forbid) they that give the occaſion 
would ſoon rue it. For as Auguſtus 

» Ceſar (aid of eAmilius eAlianw, 
who railed on him, That he ſhould 
find that Caeſar had a tongue, as well 
2s be: So, Gentlemen would ſoon 
feel that the poor had hands,as well 

as kncy, | 
] defire therefore that all perſons 
CON - 
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concern'd would ſeriouſly take it to 
heart, and think how much they of- 
fend againſt the Laws of God, and 
againſt the Laws of the Land ; and 
whart a gap they opento all manner 
of rebellion, cruelty and inhuma- 
nity : the efteAs whereof at this day 
do ſadly appear, in the many hor- 
rid murthers committed by their 
Inferiours, 1f #ne man fin azainſt 
another, the rule of God is nor, 
that the perſqn injured ſhould fall 
upon the other, -and kill, or wound 
him : but, if ene man fin againſt 
another, the Fudge ſhall judge bim. 
And if any tranſgreſs this Rule, and 
will kill and (lay after their own 
pleaſures, Who ſhall intreat for 
them ? 

Having bcen thus Copious, free, 
and plain in {peaking to the Heads 
of the people, I ſhall not need to 
charge my ſelf with all the parti- 
cular Members ; whoſe ingenuity 
(1 hope) will learn their duty our 
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in the premiſes by a genuine ſympa” 
my. ] | a 
Ye that' come to be Witneſles, 
Prov. 6. know, That a falſe Witneſs is one 
16, of the ſeven abominations, which 
God hates. Heavy mult the curſe 
of him be, who prophaneth a ſacred 
Oath, calleth God to vouch a lie, 
and perverteth che proper means of 
Heb.6. peace and quictz For enen werily 
IG. ſwear by the greater,and ay Oath for 
conformation is 10 them an end of 
ſtrife : Buta falſe Oath , in ſtead 
of confirmation,cauſeth altercation, 
and begets ſtrife without end, As 
thou art a Chriſtian, think on thoſe 
Joh. 19, words of Chriſt ; To this end was 1 
37. born, and for this cauſe came 1 into 
the world, that I ſhould bear witneſs 
unto the truth. 

The puniſhment of a falſe Wit- 
neſs ( by Gods appointment ) was 
like that of a Traytor y the party 
ſuffering for his very conſpiracy , 
though the plot never took _ 

The 
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The Fudges ſhall make ailigent 2z;- Deu.1g- 
_ quiſttion, and behold, if the witneſs 15. 19, 
L a falſe witneſs, and hath teſtified 
| falſly againſt his brother : Then ſhall 
he do unto him, as be had thought to 
have done units bi brother : ſo ſhalt 
thou put the evil «way from among 
you. Puemaamodum molitui fucr at 
facere , As he had endeavourcd, or 
attempted to do, 

Take heed therefore, for the Lord 
is the {ame,and changeth not, Atalſe 
vwitncſs, when he thinketh himfcif 
moſt (ecure, {irnerth with a witneſs, 
and hath a cloud of witgeſles againſt 
him. If thou besreſt witneſs againſt 
thy conſcience, thy conſcience {hall 
bear witnels againſt theo : Et cop- 
ſerena milic Teſtes : Bur then, If 3 Toh}. 2. 
owr hears condemn us, God is greater 26, © 
than our hetari, and knoweth all. 
IHIAGS, 

And now.my Country men and 
Chriſtian Brethren, all ye who are 
Litigants, and Conteftces, either 57 
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eſſe, or in poſſe; my Diſcourſe, 


- drawing towards a period, refle&s 


upon you, Hearken (I beſeechyou) 
unto the Counſels of peace, that ye 
may edifie,and not deſtroy one ano- 
cher. Live in peace, and that not 
for fear of Juſtice, bur for love of 
Peace. What ſome falfly have ſaid 
to the prejudice of the primitive 
Martyrs, and to countenance their 
own diſobedience , may juſtly be 
ſpoken of many modern Chriſtians : 
the cauſe that they live in peace is, 
Luia deſunt vires temporales, the 

want means and abilities to cs 
their malitious meanings. As Pyrr- 
has his young man ingeniouſly con- 


| fefſed for himſelf and his compa- 


nions, That had they had more Wine, 
they had talked more treaſon : ſo, 
there are divers,who had they more 
mony , would do more miſchief. 
Good brethren, let not this humour 
be found in any of you , or, if it be 
in any of you; purge it out with a 

doſe 
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doſe of Humility, Picty, and Cha- 


rity. . h | 
There 15 an error common among 
men, andthis it is, As ſoon as ought 
of treſpaſs, or conteſt ariſeth, torch- 
with a ſuit in law is commenced, 
Spireful is Plaintiff, and Wilful is 
Defendent ; and theſetwo (contra- 
ry tothe rules of Philoſophy ) do 
convenire in #notertis,to undo one 
another z but they will not conwe- 
nire inter ſe, The aw, the law they 
will follow, coſt what it will ; and 
whatſoever they. want, they are re- 
ſolved never to want woe. Theſe 
men take with the left hand , what 
God offers with the right, and ſeem 
to hold themſelves bound to trouble 


the Judge with every matter ; be- 


cauſe it is ſaid , 1f one may ſin 4- 
g4inſt another, the Fudge ſhall judge 
him. | 
But, what God hath ordained for 
a remedy, in caſes of extremity, we 
muſt not by abuſe make a miſchief : 
| L 2 The 
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i Tim.1- The law i good if a man wſe it law- 


8. Fully. Ic is bythe Law, as by Phy- 


De:rer. 


1 Cor.6. 
5,0. 


fick, he that maketh Medicines his 
conſtant meats, ſhall make himſelf 
a fool, bur no Phyſician : And he, 
that makes aſlave of the Law to run 
for him upon every light crrand, 
ſhall ſoon make a ſlave of himſelf, 
and be ready to run the Country. 
The 1ſraelizes were notto aſcend 
unto their high Court of Judica- 
ture, but 2 rebus arduws-: If there 


* ariſe a matter 100 hard for thee in 


Judgement, between blood and blood, 
between plea and plea, and betweew 
Frake and ſtroke, being matter of 
controverſie within thy gates ;, then 
ſhalt thow ariſe, and get thee up into 
the place which the Lord thy God ſhall 
chooſe ,, &c, 1541 ſo, that there is not 
a wiſe man among you ? ((aith the 
Apoſtle) x0, net one ihat ſhall be 
able 10 judge between his brethren ; 
bus brather goeth 16 law with bro- 
ther ? Now therefore, there is ut- 

terly 
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terly 2 fault among you, becauſe 
ye go to law one with another; 
why do ye not rather take wrong ? 

As that wiſe woman ſaid unto 
Foab, In old time they asked connſel 2 Sam. 
at 4bel and ſo they ended the matter, 20-15. 
In old time, when ought of con- 
trroverſie aroſe, the patties went to 
{ome perſon famous for piety vir- | 
wwe and integrity, as well as know- 
ledge, and by him they were re-, 
conciled, and the difference com- 
poſed, | 

But now in our times, in ſtead 
of going to Abel, they goto Cain, 
and conſult with the Devils Oracleg 
to the moſt Make-bate in a Coun- 
try, to the moſt crafty, diabolical, 
and peſtilent promoter of ſtrife and 
diſcord ; to him they reſort to be 
informed , and by his will there 
ſhall never be any end of the mar- 
ter. And indeed for this purpoſe 
they adviſe with him $ not how ro 
make an end, but how to make a 


L 3 Dea 


| 
| 
f 


148 


A Sermon preached 


beginning z to know if ſuch a word, 
or. ſuch a paſſage, will not bear an 
Agion> which in effe@ is to ſay 
unto him, I pray, if it be poſkible, 
blow up a fire out of this little 
ſpark z and make a great miſchict 
of nothing. 

By thefe wayes and means , 
men break the law of God, abuſe 
the Laws of the Land, trouble the 
Reverend Judges, trouble the 
Countrey, and trouble their own 
Fleſh, 1 befeech you therefore 
{ Brethren) for Jeſus Chriſt's , 
ſake, take and keep the rule and 
precept, which he hath given you 
( Mat. 5.25.) and take it both 
wayes, with St. Chryſofteme, accor- 
ding tothe letter ; and with St, Au- 


 guſtine , according to the figure. 


Be ye reconciled unto one another, 
and beye all reconciled unto the 
word of God; Agree with thine 
adverſary quickly, while thou art in 


 theway withhim ; leaſt, at any tine 


the 


> 


at the Af/iFes at Norwich, 


the Adverſary deliver thee to the 
Fudge, and the Fudge deliver thee 
to the Officer, and thou be caſt into 
Priſon, leſt thou fall into an irre- 
parable ſtate of ruine and miſery, 
both in this world, and in the world 
to come, 

Fer, If any man ſin againſt ano- 
ther, the Fudge ſhall judge bim : But 
if a man ſin againſt the Lord , who 
ſhall intreat for him ? 
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